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DOD considers extending
Iraq duty for Guard units

Reservists would be taken past two-year limit e
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Stratotanker refueling mission in-|
Base, Germany.
186th Air Refuelin;

Center: The 's boom makes contact with an
ABOVE: LISA HORN/Stars. ripes Irag-bound C-17 Globemaster Ill as refueling begins.

CENTER: PHOTO BY LISA HORN/Stars and Stripes; Far left: Air Force Master Sgt. Glenn Hancock lines
LUSTRATION BY MORGAN LOOSLI/Stars and Stripes. up the boom during the refueling over the Black Sea.
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Brain-damaged woman: The par-

ents of a brain-damaged Tampa, Fla.,

‘woman at the center of a right-to-die

case said Tuesday that recent state-

ments by Pope John Paul II are proof

that their daughter would choose to live in
her current condition.

Based on the pope’s stated position that
people in vegetative states still have the
right to nutrition and health care, an attor-
ney for Bob and Mary Schindler filed pa-
pers asking a judge to end efforts by Terri
Schiavo’s husband to end her life.

“Terri wants to live,” said Pat Anderson,
the Schindlers’ attorney. “Terri wants to do
what the pope has instructed her to do,
which is basically what God has instructed
her to do.”

McDonald’s game scam: A

Thursday, July 22, 2004

What's new with old

Fla., appeals court has thrown out the con-
victions of four men found guilty in a multi-
million-dollar scheme to cash in on stolen
winning tickets in McDonald’s promotional
games such as “Monopoly” and “Who
Wants to be a Millionaire.”

A three-judge panel of the 11th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals found “a complete fail-
ure of proof” on the conspiracy charge and
concluded the men were convicted of a con-
spiracy that they were not charged with.

The decision means that George Chan-
dler, Jerome Pearl, John Henderson and
Kenneth Whitefield cannot be retried, and
restitution orders ranging up to $786,500
each are rescinded. Mastermind Jerome Ja-
cobson was sentenced to three years in pris-
on and was not covered by the appeal.

Economic recovery: Federal Reserve
Chairman Alan Greenspan said Wednesday
that President Bush’s three rounds of tax
cuts prevented a severe recession and
helped spark the current economic recov-
ery.

But he warned that Congress must pay at-
tention to the long-term consequences of its
spending and tax decisions in order to keep
rising budget deficits from harming the
country’s growth potential.

Peterson murder trial: Prosecutors in
Scott Peterson’s murder trial are again por-
traying the former fertilizer salesman as a
lying philanderer who didn’t act the part of
a grieving husband after his pregnant wife,
Laci, vanished.

Modesto police Detective Richard House
testified Tuesday in Redwood City, Calif.,
that Peterson rented a private mailbox on
Dec. 23, 2002, a day before he reported Laci
missing. On Jan. 9, 2003, House said, Peter-
son received a letter to the mailbox from his
mistress, Amber Frey.

Prosecutors allege the affair was the mo-
tive for the slaying.

Escaped tiger shooting: The Loxa-
hatchee, Fla., agency responsible for fatally
shooting an escaped 600-pound tiger has re-
ceived at least five death threats and is urg-
ing some employees to wear street clothes
instead of uniforms.

The directive Tuesday came a week after
an officer with the state Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission shot Bobo the
tiger when the big cat lunged at him during
a hunt that lasted 26 hours.

The shooting set off a public outcry, in-
cluding criticism from the tiger’s owner,
former Tarzan actor Steve Sipek.

Asia flooding: Women board a small boat as others wade through a flooded street near
Gauhati, India, on Wednesday. Officials in India’s remote northeast put the army on alert
after flood waters reached the outer suburbs of Gauhati. Some 535 people have been killed
in South Asia by floods, electrocution and waterborne diseases since the rains began.

World

Fiji coup trials: A group of 21 Fiji army
troops were convicted Wednesday for their
parts in a mutiny in 2000 that left eight sol-
diers dead in gun battles at the nation’s
main military base.

The mutineers aimed to kill the armed
forces chief, Commodore Frank Bainimara-
ma, and bring down the South Pacific na-
tion’s interim government in the aftermath
of a nationalist coup that toppled the coun-
try’s first ethnic Indian-led government.

The plotters at the Queen Elizabeth bar-
racks, some key members of the army’s
elite counter-terror unit, wanted to replace
the interim government with an ethnic
Fijian nationalist regime — and free coup
leader George Speight from prison.

Bainimarama was warned of the impend-
ing mutiny and fled from the base on the out-
sKirts of the capital, Suva, as the plotters at-
tacked his headquarters.

Fischer's detainment: Former world
chess champion Bobby Fischer has ap-
pealed Japanese plans to deport him to the
United States and hopes to find political asy-
lum in a third country, a friend said Wednes-
day.

Fischer was detained
by Japanese immigra-
tion officials last week
after trying to leave the
country for the Philip-
pines. Officials say his
passport was invalid,
and on Tuesday con-
firmed that he was
being processed for de-
portation.

Fischer is wanted in
the United States for
playing a rematch
against Soviet world
champion Boris Spassky in Yugoslavia in
1992.

Fischer

Yugoslavia was under international sanc-
tions at the time, and U.S. citizens were
banned from doing business there.

Fischer won the match and more than $3
million in prize money.

Seminary porn scandal: A special Vati-
can inspector began his inquiry Wednesday
into the discovery of a vast cache of child

pornography at a Vienna, Austria, seminary
where candidates for the pnes&hood photo-
graphed themselves Kissing and fondling
each other.

Austrian Bishop Klaus Kueng was ap-
pointed Tuesday as Pope John Paul II's “ap-
ostolic visitor” to deal with a scandal that
has deeply embarrassed the Roman Catho-
lic Church. Kueng said he had already spo-
ken with Kurt Krenn, the embattled church-
man in charge of the seminary.

Kueng will report his fmdmgs directly to
the pope.

Same-sex divorce: A lesbian couple is
seeking what one of their lawyers believe is
Canada’s first same-sex divorce, a newspa-
per reported Wednesday.

The women, identified only as M.M. and
J.H., were married on June 18, 2003, one
week after the Ontario Court of Appeal legal-
ized same-sex marriage, The Toronto Star
reported.

The couple separated five days after the
wedding, ending a five-year relationship,
J.H.’s lawyer Julie Hannaford told the news-
paper.

The petition, filed in the Superior Court of
Justice last month, will add a new facet to
the contentious legal debate over same-sex
marriage. The Supreme Court of Canada is
holding hearings on the legality of same sex
marriages in the

Ukranian mine fire: Emergency workers
labored to extinguish a fire deep in a Ukrai-
nian mine Wednesday, two days after an ex-
plosion killed 31 and left five missing. Near-
by, distraught relatives clustered at the
mine’s entrance.

A massive methane and coal dust blast
sparked the blaze Monday evening in Rodin-
skoye as 48 miners were changing shifts at a
coal face 3,180 feet below the surface.
Twelve escaped uninjured.

Pakistan, India nuclear talks: Pakistani
and Indian foreign ministers held “frank”
and “honest” discussions at a regional con-
ference in Islamabad, Pakistan, on Wednes-
day, hoping to speed the pace of peace talks
that have given new hope the nucle-
ar-armed neighbors might permanently end
decades of hosti

Foreign Minister Khursheed Kasuri met
his Indian counterpart, Natwar Singh, over
breakfast at Islamabad’s Marriott Hotel.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Militants take 6 hostages

Death toll for U.S. troops killed in Iraq hits 900

BY RAVI NESSMAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A militant group said Wednesday
that it had taken six more hostages — three Indians,
two Kenyans and an Egyptian — and would behead
them if their countries did not immediately an-
nounce the withdrawal of their citizens from Iraq.

The U.S. death toll since the start of the war rose
to 900 when a roadside bomb killed a soldier.

The seizure of the hostages came a day after a Fili-
pino truck driver was released in exchange for Ma-
nila’s of its 51 troop
— a move criticized by Washington and other atlies
as encouraging more abductions.

Those fears seemed to be realized with the new
Kkidnappings.

a statement given to The Associated Press, the
group, calling itself “The Holders of the Black Ban-
ners,” said it had abducted the six truckers and
would behead one of them every 72 hours starting at
8 p.m. Wednesday if their nations did not pull out of
Iraq and the company they work for did not close its
branch here.

“We have warned all the countries, companies, busi-
nessmen and truck drivers that those who deal with
American cowboy occupiers will be targeted by the
fires of the Mujahedeen,” the statement said. “Here
you are once again transporting, goods, weapons and
‘military equipment that backs the U.S. Army.

None of the countries are part of the 160, 000 mem-
ber coalition force in Iraq; however, Interim Prime
Minister Iyad Allawi appealed last week to India
and Egypt to join the coalition and send troops.

More than 60 foreigners have been taken hostage
in Iraq in recent months.

Also on Wednesday, U.S. allies Poland, Japan and
Bulgaria rejected threats of new attacks by militants
if they don’t pull their troops out of Iraq.

In violence Wednesday, a car bomb went off in
eastern Baghdad, killing four people, witnesses said.

New clashes between U.S. forces and ‘gents
in a residential area near the city of Ramadi killed
five Iraqis and wounded 17 others, said Dr. Moham-
med Ali of Ramadi emergency hospital. Some of the
casualties occurred when a U.S. military helicopter
attacked a building in the area near Ramadi, 70
‘miles west of Baghdad.

The U.S. death toll as counted by The Associated
Press reached 900 with the report by Maj. Neal
O’Brien of the 1st Infantry Division, who said the
bomb killed the American soldier shortly after mid-
night during a patrol in a Bradley fighting vehicle in
Duluiyah, 45 miles north of Baghdad.

On Tuesday, the military said two U.S. Marines
and two U.S. soldiers were killed in Anbar Province,
a Sunni-dominated area west of Baghdad. The Ma-
rines were Killed in separate incidents while con-
ducting “security operations”; one soldier was killed
Monday, and a second died Monday of wounds.

Counts of the number of U.S. servicemembers

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Tuesday, 893 U.S. servicemembers have
died since the beginning of military operations in
Iraq in March 2003, according to the Defense De-
partment. Of those, 659 died as a result of hostile
action and 234 died of nonhostile causes.

The British military has reported 60 deaths;
Ttaly, 18; Spain, eight; Bulgaria and Poland, six
each: Ukraine, four; Slovakia, three; Thailand,
two; Denmark, El Salvador, Estonia, Hungary,
Latvia and the Netherlands have reported one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President Bush de-
clared that major combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 755 U.S. servicemembers have died —
550 as a result of hostile action and 205 of nonhos-
tile causes.

Since the start of U.S. military operations in
Irag, 5804 US. servicemembers have been
wounded in hostile action, according to the De-
fense Department’s weekly tally.

The latest deaths reported by U.S. Central Com-
mand:

B Two Marines were killed in separate inci-
dents Tuesday in Iraq’s Anbar province.

W Two soldiers died Monday. One was killed in
Iragq’s Anbar province; the second died of
wounds.

killed in Iraq vary, with some already exceeding the
900 figure. The Pentagon’s latest casualty update, re-
leased Tuesday before the five deaths, put the death
toll at 893 servicemembers, plus two civilian De-
fense Department employees.

The number of U.S. casualties has dropped consid-
erably from its high point in April, when 135 troops
were killed during the worst outbreak of anti- cuall—
tion violence since the end of major hostilities
1,2003. The drop in casualties to pre-April levels ol
lowed a Marine pullout from the city of Fallujah —
the scene of heavy fighting — and a series of infor-
mal cease fires with Shiite militants who had fought
U.S. forces in Baghdad and across central and south-
ern Iraq.

vmlem attacks have continued to rise against
Iraqi officials and pohce whom insurgents view as
collaborators with U..

A member of Baghdad s provmclal council, Sa-
beeh al-Ka’abi, was injured in an assassination at-
tempt, and was in a stable condition, according to an
offlclal at Ibn al-Nafis Hospital, where al-Ka'abi was

A madslde bomb hit an Iraqi police patrol early
Wednesday in the Gharnata district of Kirkuk in the
country’s north, killing one police officer and injur-
ing another, said police official Salhat Kadr.

A

Iraqi women walk past Iraq army soldiers on patrol in Baghdad on Tuesday. The army’s 2nd Battalion, trained in
counter-insurgency operations, is the first unit to go into service with the new Iraq army.

AP

American Jonathan Keith Idema, 48, charged with running his own pri-
vate prison and torture chamber in Kabul, is led by Afghan police to his
trial Wednesday. Idema and two American subordinates, Edward Carabal-
lo and Brett Bennett, were arrested when Afghan security forces raided
ahouse in Kabul on July 5. American and Afghan officials say they were
vigilantes posing as U.S. special forces and had no official backing.

Americans accused
of torturing Afghan
prisoners go on trial

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Three
Americans went on trial Wednes-
day on charges they tortured
eight prisoners in a private jail,
with the group’s leader saying he
had tacit support from senior Pen-
tagon officials who once offered
to put his team under contract.

The U.S. military says the men
were freelancers operating out-
side the law and without their
knowledge.

Jonathan Idema, Brett Bennett
and Edward Caraballo were ar-
rested when Afghan security forc-
es raided their makeshift jail in
Kabul on July 5.

Standing before a three-judge
panel in a heavily guarded nation-
al security court, the men li
tened quietly to the charges — in-
cluding hostage-taking and “men-
tal and physical torture.”

Three of their former captives
described being beaten, held
under water and left without
food.

The Americans didn’t testify.
But Idema said afterward that the
abuse allegations were invented.
He said his men had arrested
“world-class terrorists” and said
he was in daily telephone and
e-mail contact with officials “at
the highest level” of the U.S. De-
fense Department.

Idema named a Pentagon offi-
cial who he said “applauded our
efforts” and wanted to place the
group under contract — a propos-
al they refused for fear it would
limit their freedom to operate.

“The American authorities ab-
solutely condoned what we did,

Afghan and U.S. officials have
left open whether the men, who
face up to 20 years in Afghan jails
if convicted, might be sent to the
United States to face charges.

Judge Abdul Baset Bakhtyari
adjourned the case for two weeks
to give the three Americans and
the four Afghans accused of help-
ing them time to prepare their de-
fense.

There was no attorney for
Idema, a bearded former Ameri-
can soldier once convicted of
fraud, who appeared in court in a
khaki uniform with a reversed
American flag on the shoulder.

Idema wore sunglasses in the
courtroom, completing a look that
once fooled even NATO peace-
Kkeepers, who sent explosives ex-
perts to help him with three raids
before realizing they had been
duped into thinking he was with
USS. special operations.

Idema, who is reportedly 48,
told reporters his group had halt.
ed a plot to blow up the main U.S.
military base with fuel trucks and
assassinate ~ Afghan  leaders.
“We're talking about world-class
terrorists,” he said.

He also said his group deli
ered suspects to American spe-
cial forces in the past.

Maj. Rick Peat, a U.S. military
spokesman in Kabul, said he had
no information on such a han-
dover.

In court, Idema interrupted the
Jjudge to complain about the poor
translation and glowered at his
former prisoners and his Afghan
assistants as they testified.

Turbaned men in the audience
groaned in disapproval when
prosecutor Mohammed Naeem
Dawari said Afghan defendants

1d i the

what

tol

we dld he told reporters crowd-
ing around the dock. “We have ex-
tensive evidence of that.”

An official from the U.S. Em-
bassy observed the trial but de-
clined to comment on the proceed-
ings, where only one of the Ameri-
cans had a lawyer.

were “always drunk” and
brought women to the house.

The American military says it
has no idea what motivated Ide-
ma’s group, which flew into Af-
ghanistan on April 14. But there
were indications they were intent
on making money.
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DOD may extend Guard unit’s duty in Iraq

Schoomaker confirms discussion of keeping guardsmen in war zone beyond two-year limit

BY MARK MAZZETTI
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — In yet anoth-
er sign of the strains on the U.S.
military in the wake of the Sept.
11, 2001, attacks and the Iraq
war, the Pentagon for the first
time is considering extending the
mobilization of National Guard
soldiers who will
soon hit the feder-

al limit of 24
months of active
service, defense

officials said Tues-

&k No, we don’t
plan at the
day. moment to

sibility.

“No, we don’t plan at the mo-
ment to extend people beyond 24
months,” Rumsfeld said. “But
one should never say never ... .
The facts on the ground will deter-
mine what we do.”

Initially, the decision would af-
fect about 450 soldiers of the Ar-
kansas National Guard who are in
Iraq with the 39th
Brigade Combat
Team. The sol-
diers, mobilized
after Sept. 11 and
first sent to the

et of Sinai  Peninsula
rmy ief of paten 2 3 on a peacekeep-
Staff Gen. Peter J. extend people ing rotation, are
Schoomaker was beyond 24 the first group of

asked about the
issue during a

months. But

National ~ Guard

ssue & troops to  ap-
ednesday . roach the
House Armed Ser- one should Simonth  limit

vices Committee

that the Pentagon

new
hearing on Army never say established days
transformation. never ... . The after the terrorist
Extending the . attacks in the Unit-
Guard members’ facts on the ed States.
tours “is a deci- . Ultimately, how-
sion in progress,” ground will ever, waiving the
that will ultimate- determine limit in this case

ly need approval
from Defense Sec-
retary Donald
Rumsfeld, Schoo-
maker told the
questioner, Arkan-
sas Democrat Vic Snyder.
Pressed again by Snyder,
Schoomaker quietly consulted
with his deputy chief of staff, Lt.
Gen. Benjamin S. Griffin, and
then reiterated, “I'm not aware
that a decision has been made.”
In a Wednesday news confer-
ence, Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld said he has no
plans to extend the deployments,
but didn’t shut the door to the pos-

what we do. 7Y

Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

might lead to ex-
tended  deploy-
ments for thou-
sands of other re-
servists and Na-
tional Guard mem-
bers in Iraq and Afghanistan, and
provide ammunition to critics in
Congress who are pushing the
Bush administration to increase
the size of the military.

“Every day it seems to be anoth-
er improvisational attempt to
stretch forces that are already
stretched very thin,” said Sen.
Jack Reed, D-R.L, a former para-
trooper with the Army’s 82nd Air-
borne Division and an advocate of

bolstering the Army’s ranks.

But the status of the soldiers,
being considered by David S.C.
Chu, undersecretary of defense
for personnel and readiness, has
not yet been decided, Pentagon of-
ficials said.

“This is the first time this has
happened; we're breaking new
ground here,” said Lt. Col. Ellen
Krenke, a Defense Department
spokeswoman.

Doing away with the 24-month
limit would be certain to upset
many long-serving soldiers and
their families, who say they are in-
creasingly bearing the weight of a
military stretched beyond its ca-
pacity. Over the last year, the con-
flict in Iraq has forced the Penta-
gon to keep more than 100,000 sol-
diers and Marines in the country
for months after the Bush admin-
istration had expected to draw
down the troop presence.

The Pentagon has issued or-
ders preventing military person-
nel from leaving active duty, ex-
tended the tours of thousands of
troops when insurgent activity in
Iraq crested in the spring, and
pulled troops out of South Korea
to fill out Iraq rotations.

Last month, the Army was
forced to dip into its pool of Indi-
vidual Ready Reserve soldiers —
troops who are not members of a
specific Reserve unit but have un-
expired_obligations to complete
their military service — lool
for roughly 5,600 to deploy to Iraq
and Afghanistan.

In a memo to top military offi-
cials dated Sept. 20, 2001, Chu es-
tablished the 24-month policy to
ensure that deployments abroad
would not place an excessive
strain on reservists and National
Guard troops unaccustomed to a
life of active duty.

The 39th Brigade Combat
‘eam — made up of National

Guard troops from several states
— is a mechanized infantry unit
currently based in Taji, about 10
miles north of Baghdad. When
the unit went to Iraq in April, com-
manders were aware that hun-
dreds of its soldiers would hit
their 24-month limit while they
were deployed there, most begin-
ning in September.

As a result, Brig. Gen. Ronald
Chastain, the brigade’s command-
er, filed a request with the Penta-
gon to extend the soldiers’ tours.
Chu is considering that waiver re-
quest.

Since the 39th Brigade Combat
Team entered Iraq, 13 soldiers
from the unit have been killed by
enemy attacks, said Capt. Kris-
tine Munn, a unit spokeswoman.

Five were killed in a single
weekend, four of those when mor-
tar rounds hit the brigade’s com-
pound in Taji.

If the Defense Department re-
tains the 24-month limit, those Ar-
kansas National Guard troops
whose active-duty commitments
are set to expire would be free to
return home. They also would
have the option of volunteering to
remain in Iraq on active duty, de-
fense officials said.

In the corridors of the Penta-
gon, a major concern is that the
tempo of deployments since the
Sept. 11 attacks will ultimately
take its toll on retention and re-
cruitment both in the active ser-
vice and the Reserves. Thus far,
the Army has been able to meet
recruiting goals for the active
force, but is falling short of its
2004 target numbers for the Na-
tional Guard.

There are now more than
131,000 Army National Guard

Gen. Peter J. Schoomaker

troops and reservists on active
duty, in most cases for 15- to
18-month stints.

Yet even as the Pentagon strug-
gles to meet its global commit-
ments, top defense officials re-
peatedly have said that there is no
cause to expand the size of the
military, as some lawmakers
from both parties have been urg-

ing.

“There’s folks in the Pentagon
who refuse to admit that we're in
for a long time in Iraq and Afghan-
istan,” Reed said.

The Senate last month voted
overwhelmingly to increase the
Army by 20,000 soldiers, and the
House voted for a 30,000-troop in-
crease. The White House main-
tains its opposition to a perma-
nent increase.

Stars and Stripes reporter Lisa Burgess
contributed to this report from the

Study: Army Reserve soldiers encounter pay problems

BY STEVE GOLDSTEIN
Knight Ridder Newspapers

WASHINGTON — Ninety-five percent
of soldiers at eight Army Reserve units
sent to Iraq and other Middle East bases
experienced significant problems getting
paid, creating stress and concern about
the financial well-being of their families
back home.

The soldiers were overpaid or under-
paid or paid late, according to a study by
the Government Accountability Office,
and the problems in some instances per-
sisted for more than a year.

Soldiers involved in the investigation
said the pay issues hurt morale and the
Army Reserve’s rate of retention.

“You never want to mess with a sol-
dier’s money. That’s a cardinal rule,” said
Army Capt. Orlando Amaro. “When a sol-
dier has financial issues, the morale just
goes through the floor.”

Amaro was a platoon leader for the
443rd Military Police Company from Ow-
ings Mills, Md., when the unit was in Bagh-
dad from May through December 2003.
Virtually all of the 121 soldiers in his com-
pany had pay problems.

“Most of the problems stemmed from
soldiers not getting additional allotments,
such as family separauon pay and com-
bat-zone allotments,” said Amaro, a native

GAO faults ‘complex’ Pentagon pay process,
lack of well-trained military staff for mix-ups

Philadelphian who is an officer in the
Washington, D.C., police department.

Pay issues were so pressing,
said in an interview, that he and another
officer with a background in finances flew
to Kuwait roughly every two weeks for
five months to try to resolve these prob-
lems and prevent new mistakes from oc-
curring.

The two officers flew to Kuwait on
space-available flights but then had to
rent a car with their own money to drive
to the finance office.

Amaro and other soldiers, GAO investi-
gators and Pentagon officials were sched-
uled to appear Monday at a hearing before
a panel of the House Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform. The GAO study follows
an examination of Army National Guard
soldiers late last year that revealed simi-
lar problems.

Rep. Todd R. Platts of Pennsylvania,
chairman of the subcommittee on Govern-
ment Efficiency and Financial Manage-
ment, has been working with the Depart-
ment of Defense to try to correct the pay
glitches, which he called “outrageous.”

“These are men and women going into
harm’s way,” Platts said, “and we should
be doing everything to support them, not
creating stress and uncertainty.”

Apart from affecting what he called
“mission performance,” Platts said these
issues had been shown to cause troops to
decide not to re-enlist.

Sgt. Jesus Salcedo of York, Pa., served
11 months with the 443rd in Baghdad and
said he was never sure he was receiving
the correct pay.

Ultimately, he discovered he had been
shortchanged on his enlistment bonus and
still has not been paid his per diem for
travel back to the United States.

low can I, in a combat environment,

out if my 4-month-old and my
S‘/z -year- old kids are taken care of?” said
Salcedo, a corrections officer at York
County Prison. “I don’t want to be rash,
but it was like a slap in the face.

“I came home and they threw me a pa-
rade. Wonderful,” he said.
paying my bills.”

Almost half of the Army’s Reserve —
about 98,000 soldiers — have been mobi-
lized to active duty at some point since
September 2001, according to the GAO.

“But it's not

The agency studied eight Army Re-
serve units, mcludmg the 431st Chem\cal
Pa.

(o

percent of t.he soldlers were affected, with
‘many experiencing more than one variety
of pay problem.

Of the 348 reservists — all of whom
‘were mobilized at some point between Au-
gust 2002 and January 2004 — 256 re-
ceived an estimated $247,000 in overpay-
ments, 294 received about $51,000 in un-
derpayments, and 245 soldiers received
about $77,000 in late payments, the GAO
found.

In addition, none of the 303 who de-
ployed to designated combat zones re-
ceived the proper tax exemptions.

“The consequences of inaccurate, late
and missing payments and associated erro-
neous debts had a profound impact on indi-
vidual soldiers and their families,” said
the prepared testimony of GAO investiga-
tor Gregory D. Kutz. “At one unit several
soldiers told us that they had to borrow
‘money from friends and relatives in order
to pay their bills when they initially de-
ployed overseas.”

AQ faulted “cumbersome and
camplex Pentagon pay processes, a short-
age of well-trained military pay staff, and
weaknesses in the computerized pay sys-
tems used by the Defense Finance and Ac-
counting Service.
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American troops welcome NATO help in Iraq

Alliance expected
to announce plan
by month’s end

BY WARD SANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

The NATO alliance has yet to say just
how it will aid Iraqi security forces, but is
expected to make an announcement before
month’s end.

Meanwhile, some U.S. troops on desert
duty say they welcome any help the alli-
ance could give to get more local boots on
the sweltering, perilous beat.

“I think our allies should train more Ira-
gis so we have more Iraqi folks on the
streets,” said Spe. Franklin Ball, a 850th
Transportation Company soldier who often
drives between Baghdad and Balad. “I see
more Iragi forces out there, but there
should be more of them pulling security.”

The alliance has agreed in principle to
train the forces, but exactly how it will
work — or where it will take place — is up
in the air.

“There has been no decision on that,” a
NATO press official said. “We are waiting
for advice from a team that went to Iraq,
and the secretary-general is also going to
write a report.”

‘That report will go to the North Atlantic
Council, which is made up of representa-
tives from the 26 member states. The Unit-

—

AP

Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari, attending The Sixth Conference of Foreign Affairs
Ministers of the Countries Neighboring Iraq in Cairo, Egypt, on Wednesday, meet with
NATO officials last week to help speed up his request for training and equipment.

ed States had wanted NATO to dispatch
troops to Iraq, but Germany and France
were against approving actual deploy-
ments. Instead, a compromise deal an-
nounced at last month’s Istanbul Summit
allows the allies to train Iraqi forces inside
or outside the country.

Last week, Iraq’s foreign minister, Hosh-
yar Zebari visited Brussels, Belgium, to

ur

meet with the council and speed up the pro-
gram.

“Our requests have been that we need
this training you promised us in Istanbul to
be carried out as soon as possible,” Zebari

Hoop Scheffer, said the training could take
several forms, including training border
guards.

“Let there be no mistake, it will be an im-
plementation of the decision taken in Istan-
bul,” de Hoop Scheffer said. “... The efforts
and the results of these efforts must be visi-
ble very quickly indeed to inspire confi-
dence.”

ANATO press official said that the train-
ing would most likely focus on the Iragi
army, as opposed to any kind of police
force. Zebari, the foreign minister, also
asked for equipment, though he wasn’t spe-
cific about what that meant. No mention of
equipment was made in the alliance’s sum-
mit agreement.

The NATO official said that while that
may be the case, the alliance would likely
attempt to help. However, the only equip-
ment the alliance has of its own are Air-
borne Warning and Control System air-
craft, meaning that any other gear would
be given individually by member states.

Though the United States originally
wanted the alliance to send troops, one
American officer serving in Iraq was glad
NATO had agreed only to train security
forces there.

“Now that Iraq has sovereignty, it should
be Iraqi forces providing security,” said
2nd Lt. Brent Barnes of the Joint South
Task Force. “Unless they are training Iraqi
forces, it’s not the coalition forces that
should be seen on the streets of Iraq.”

said, according to a news tran-
script. “We need it, in fact we are in a race
against time and it’s a matter of urgency.”

The NATO secretary-general, Jaap de

n froops mplw, awreja;sr!m*-g:: with !hem Cohm& them foday by
emailing iraq @mail.estripes.osd.mil.

‘Stars and Stripes reporter Terry Boyd speaks with Servicemembers from Triple Deuce at Firebase Purgatory.

Reporter Rick Emert contributed to this report from
ghdad.

E-mail Ward Sanderson at:
sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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What happened to Scott Speicher?

After two wars in Iraq, questlons about Navy pilot’s fate remain unanswered

BY RANDALL RICHARD
The Associated Press

Lt. Barry Hull emerged from
his F/A-18 Hornet and climbed
onto the deck of the USS Sarato-
ga, unhappy with his landing. He
knew to expect better when his
squadron mate, Lt. Cmdr. Scott
Speicher, zoomed onto the air-
craft carrier from the sky over
the Red Sea.

Speicher’s landing, of course,
would be per-
fect. He was
the best
Navy pilot in
the  squad-
ron.

Cmdr. |
Michael A
“Spock”
Anderson
had led the
squad out of
the hellfire
over Bagh-
dad. Once over the sea, he had ra-
dioed the others. All but Speicher
had checked in.

Hull didn’t worry at first, he re-
members today. They all figured
“Spike” was out of range. Hull ra-
dioed: “Come in, Spike. This is
Skull. Talk to me!” Nothing. So
they waited.

It was Jan. 17, 1991, a war with
Iraq was beginning, and Ameri-
can planes were in the air. But
Speicher, 33, didn’t land that day.
He never landed, and he never
came home.

They declared him dead at
first; the secretary of defense said
it on live TV. His widow remar-
ried, his children grew. But then
doubts began to worm their way
in. Odd clues surfaced. A shad-
owy informant told a story. After
a decade, the Pentagon changed
its mind: Speicher, it said, was not
dead but missing or captured.

Did Speicher tumble from the
sky to his death, or did he eject
and survive to scrawl his initials
on the wall of an Iraqi prison? Did
he endure another, more intricate
tale that, even now, remains un-
told? The questions reached Capi-
tol Hill, the Pentagon, the Oval Of-
fice itself.

Eventually, with another Bush
in the White House and Saddam
Hussein’s Iraq still an enemy, the
story transcended one pilot.

Speicher’s case had become
something more — a small part of
the rationale for another war.

Speicher ‘left behind’

In late 2002 and early 2003, as
the administration of George W.
Bush made its case for invading
Iraq, Speicher’s name began echo-
ing again in the halls of power.
Had Saddam Hussein held him
captive all these years? Saddam’s
government said no. But Deputy
Defense Secretary Paul Wolfow-
itz said the missing pilot — if he
was alive — was one reason to in-
vade. Bush himself raised Spe-
icher’s presumed capture to the
United Nations.

These were only the latest in

Speicher

years of efforts to the
airman’s fate. But the push didn’t
start immediately, friends of Spe-
icher allege. In 1991, Hull says,
Speicher “had been left behind.”

On the day Speicher di
peared, the military told his wite
that search-and-rescue teams
were looking for him, his friends
say. But that wasn’t happening,
Hull contends, bristling at the
memory.

“Part of the deal is that if I go
down, by God, it's your job to
come get me,” Hull says. He
doesn’t buy the Navy’s belated ar-
gument that, without a distress
call from Speicher, a rescue mis-
sion would have been futile.

He asserts that the Navy knew
— or should have — that Spe-
icher’s new radio didn’t fit in its
pouch and had probably been
blown out of his survival vest
when he ejected. Why, he won-
ders, didn’t the military follow in-
formation from a fellow airman
who had marked the coordinates
of the fireball that investigators
later linked to an air-to-air mis-
sile fired by an Iraqi MiG? But as
the 1991 Gulf War ended, ephem-
eral clues to Speicher’s fate plant-
ed seeds that would sprout into a
fragile culture of hope.

Wreckage found

Tim Connolly was an army cap-
tain with the 405th Civil Affairs
Battalion during Desert Storm.
After the shooting stopped, he
told The Associated Press, he was
summoned to talk to a man who
claimed to be a Kuwaiti secret po-
lice colonel.

The Kuwaiti said he had been
taken to a hospital in Nasiriyah
four months earlier after being
captured by the Iragis. There, he
said, an American pilot was in the
next bed.

The colonel offered to look at
photos of captured American pi-
lots. But Connolly said he was
told not to bother: With Speicher
officially dead, all U.S. pilots
‘were accounted for.

By 1994, Connolly, then a depu-
ty assistant secretary of state,
learned of a discovery in the Iraqi
desert. A group of Qataris, ostensi-
bly in Iraq on a falcon hunt, had
discovered the wreckage of an
F/A-18 American warplane. They
gave U.S. authorities a metal
plate stamped 163470 — the ID
number on Speicher’s Hornet.

A Defense Intelligence Agency
satellite pinpointed the wreck
site, its coordinates matching
those where David Renaud, a
Navy flyer, saw a brilliant flash of
light in the sky the day Speicher
disappeared.

Finally, something tangible to
work with — if anyone could get
to the place.

Connolly urged an undercover
mission to the crash site before
the Iragi government could
tamper with anything that might
reveal Speicher’s fate.

According to Connolly, a spe-
cial operations team had a plan:
Slip in by helicopter at night, re-

COURTESY BARRY HULL/AP

An F-18 Hornet flown by Navy pilot Barry Hull flies over the Red Sea in
1991. Capt. Michael Scott Speicher flew a similar fighter when he went
«down over Iraq in the first Gulf War. In the background is the aircraft

carrier USS Saratoga.

cover evidence and be back in
Saudi Arabia before dawn. On
Dec. 23, 1994, Connolly made his
case to Secretary of Defense Will-
iam Perry.

At that meeting in Perry’s Pen-
tagon conference room was Gen.
John Shalikashvili, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who con-
firmed Connolly’s account. Sha-
likashvili told Perry: “I don’t
want to be the one to write letters
home to the parents telling them
that their son or daughter died
looking for old bones.”

A month later, Perry notified
Connolly that he had decided, in-

Stripes

stead, to ask the International
Committee of the Red Cross to ar-
range with Baghdad for a U.S.
team to visit the site.

After postponing the visit three
times, the Iragis escorted investi-
gators to Speicher’s plane, Connol-
ly said. As he feared, the site had
been picked over — either by loot-
ers or government agents.

Sen. Pat Roberts, a Republican
from Kansas, pressed the issue.
To Roberts, the evidence suggest-
ed Speicher had survived and
might still be a prisoner of war.

Roberts held closed hearings;
and on March 27, 2001, his com-

mittee released a report re-evalu-
ating all the evidence collected
over the years. “Speicher proba-
bly survived,” the report said,
and if he did, “he almost certainly
was captured.”

Weeks earlier, the military, in
an  extraordinary  decision,
changed Speicher’s status from
Killed to missing — 10 years after
he was pronounced dead. Evi-
dence cited in the committee re-
port contributed to the decision.

Then, in October 2002, the mili-
tary changed Speicher’s status
again, this time to “missing-cap-
tured.”

Five months later, the United
States invaded. Saddam fell.

Speicher was not found.

War footnote

Today, with more than 130,000
American forces occupying Iraq,
Speicher is still nowhere to be
found.

“A joint Irag-U.S. committee
has just finished its work on deter-
mining the fate of the pilot,” said
George Sada, spokesman for inter-
im Prime Minister Iyad Allawi.
“The result of the investigation
will be announced by the Penta-
gon.” He wouldn't elaborate.

There is talk now of making
Speicher officially dead again.
Hope has dimmed. People have
moved on. He has become a foot-
note to war, a man whose story
stopped in the middle — and
whose ending may be forever be-
yond reach.

f Support

Messages o

. were pulling for you,dont give up, and
never doubt that we are behind you
1000%. 1t doesnt matter if you are

against this war or not, what matters right now

is that you all come home safe and sound. Dont

stop until you capture baghdad and show'em all
whas boss, Lave Always, The Lagares Family.

To Cpt. Cankle: David- We love you
and can't wait to see you! We are
praying for your safe return, Love,

Heather, Hanson, Jason, Mom, Steve, Dad,
Vicky and Grandmom

To all the brave women and men of
our armed forces, THANK YOU!
‘There is no way we could ever repay

you for dedication, saerifice, and service, There
may be a few in this country that protest the
actions of this country and those that pratect
her, but they only make-up a very small number.
The averwhelming number of Americans
TOTALLY SUPPORT YOLU! We love you
and wish you all the best. You are in our prayers
and thoughts continually. THANKS AGAIN!!!
Walter Moare and Family

Dear Soliders in Irag, As we sit at
home and think of you, fighting for
world peace, please knaw you are our

heras. Everything you do is greatly appreciated.
Please take good care of yourselves. We look
forward to your safe return. Hugs 1o all, from
St. Paul, Minnesata.

THANK YOU to every American sol-
dier! I support you 100%. You're
doing a wonderful job in horrible con-

ditions, People at home miss you and love
you,God bless you all! Keep your heads down.
Teff Skaife

Soldier, T want you ta know how
musch | appreciate you defending our
way of life. Never for one minute

think that the protesters speak for the majority
of the American people, 1am from Ohio and T
can tell you that we support your efforts. | pray
for your success and safe keeping every day,
Please stay safe, and take care of that person next
to you so you all can come home safe. God
bless you all. Terry Swartz
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Iraq calls upon neighbors
for help stabilizing nation

BY SARAH EL DEEB
The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — Iraq on
Wednesday asked neighboring
countries for tangible assistance
to restore security to the vio-
lence-ravaged nation, saying it
needed action and not just words.

“This is a good forum for Iraq to
seek the support, the good will, of
Traq’s neighbors to help us in the
process of stability and security in
Iraq” Iraqi Foreign Minister
Hoshyar Zebari said as he went
into a meeting of Iraq’s neighbors
and Egypt in Cairo.

Iraqi leaders facing almost daily
car bombings and firefights ac-
cuse foreign Muslim infiltrators of
being behind some of the deadliest
attacks and say neighboring coun-
tries are either facilitating or turn-
ing a blind eye to cross-border in-
filtration.

Iraqi interim Prime Minister
Iyad Allawi, who flew into Cairo

on Wednes-
day as part
of a tour of
several Arab
states, is ex-
pected to ad-
dress  the
neighbors’
meeting,
which is the
first to be
held since co- >
alition forces i
handed over Zebari
sovereignty to an interim govern-
ment on June 28. Iraqi officials,
speaking on condition of anonymi-
ty, said Allawi was expected to
make some proposals for security
cooperation between Iraq and its
neighbors — Jordan, Syria, Tur-
key, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Ku-

wait.

A Turkish diplomat told The As-
sociated Press that several propos-
als were being discussed Wednes-
day, including holding regular

Messages of Support

country in the world. Greg

w my thoughts and prayers are with you. |
appreciate your work and dedication to this country. Thank you,
and stay safe and strong. ~Jodi B.

Just wanted 1o let you know that Tappreciate the work you
guys are doing for us. God bless the U.S.A., the greatest

Messages of Support
l To all of you Men
and Women in the
United States

Military- | want you all ta
know that we are praying
for you. I fully and totally
respect all of you for what
you are doing for our
Country, Whenever | see a
aniform [ immediately stop
and say a prayer for all of
you and your families. (1
do see a uniform a lot hav-
ing Police and Military in
my family.) You all have so
many more people that
support you than don't
support you. Don't believe
everything you hear, you
know how the medi 1
know you all don't know
me but 1 love you all
because you all are my
Brothers and Sisters in
Christ. Thank you so
much for daing what you
all do best, may God Bless
each and everyone of you

Stripes

meetings of law enforcement offi-

tants may use the fighting experi-
ence gained in Iraq back home,
emulating Arab fighters who went
to Afghanistan to fight the Soviets.

It was the sixth meeting of the
foreign ministers of Iraq’s neigh-
bors and regional heavyweight
Egypt since the fall of Saddam
Hussein’s regime last year to dis-
cuss attempts to stabilize the coun-

“We expect some of our neigh-
bors to stand by the Iragi people
— to help us in deeds and not
words, and to support the effort of
the new Iraqi sovereign govern-
ment to establish a peaceful, re-
sponsible Irag friendly lo its neigh-
bors. And we have
come to ask them for,” Iragi For-
eign Minister Zebari told report-
ers.

Host Egypt and Kuwait, which
Saddam invaded in 1990 precipi-
tating the first Gulf War, stressed
that the region’s stability depend-
ed on that of Iraq.

Egyptian  Foreign ~ Minister
Ahmed Aboul Gheit said in a state-
ment that terrorism and violence
will not deter countries from sup-
porting the efforts of the Iraqi in-
terim government.

Kuwait’s foreign minister, Sheik
Mohammed Al Sabah, said in re-
marks carried by the Kuwait news
agency before traveling to Cairo
that “chaos is a microbe that can-
not be contained in one country.
This microbe has to be killed or
else it will make all the area sicl
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THE DECATUR DAILY/AP

Dr. John Wicks poses Saturday on his dock overlooking the Tennessee
River at Lucy’s Branch in Limestone County, Alabama. Wicks, 68, a
psychiatrist, has been called out of military retirement by the Army to
fill a shortage of mental-health experts needed to help soldiers cope
with combat stress. He could be in Iraq as long as a year.

68-year-old doctor
reactivated by Army
to serve tour in Iraq

The Associated Press

DECATUR, Alabama — At 68,
many people are slowing down.
Not John Wicks: He’s going to
Iraq.

Wicks, a psychiatrist, has been
called out of military retirement
by the Army to fill a shortage of
mental health experts needed to
help soldiers cope with combat.
He could be gone as long as a year.

The Army hasn’t told Wicks
what his exact assignment in Iraq
is, or where in the country it will
send him.

f Support

Messages o

Hi Ted, Ross and 1 just want to send
you our love, support and prayers. We
love you so much and pray for you

each and every day, along with all the other
troops. Stay strong and know that your country is
sallying behind you! We love you, Rass and Kela

Dear $toog, We lave you and miss you
somuch. Please stay safe and out of
harms way! We are praying for your

safety and counting the days till you are hack
home with us and we can be a family again! All
Our Love Always, Mindy, Meagan & Treigh

Dear Soldier: As the wife of a former
infantryman, | thank you for all you
do!l!’ No one but you understands the

dedication and willingness you have ta fight for
aur country.  As the mother of a newborn, [
thank you for mai ng the freedom of this
country so that my child may enjoy many won-
derful experiences while growing up. We thank
you, we love you and return safely home to your
family IR, Angela and Baby Drew.
Bakersfield, California

Hi My name is Jacque Thomas and [
live on Long Island in New York. [ just
want 1o say "Thank you for what you

are doing for our country and the entire warld
you are in my thoughts and prayers daily and we
lave you!l!

JUST WANT TO TELL YOU HOW
PROUD WE ARE OF YOU AND
THAT YOU ARE DOING A FANTAS-

TIC JOB. YOU ARE IN OUR THOUGHTS
AND PRAYERS. WE KNOW THE SACRIFIC
YOU ARE MAKING TO KEEP OUR COUNTRY
FREE AND TO HELP MAKE OTHER COUN-
TRIES FREE AS W KEEP THE FAITH
AND KNOW THAT FOR EVIL TO TRIUMPH
ALL IT TAKES IF FOR GOOD MEN TO DO
NOTHING. WE ARE SO PROUD OF ALL THE
GOOD MEN THAT ARE DOING SOMETHING
ABOUT THE EVIL THAT EXISTS. GOD
BLESS. GOD BLESS AMERICA.

‘We support your efforts and thank you
very much for the sacrifice that you are
making in preserving our freedom here

in America and in all the world. God bless each
and everyone of you, Zoe, from Florida

“Tbelieve that the morale in gen-
eral is not that good since the scan-
dal at that prison,” he said, refer-
ring to the allegations of abuse at
Abu Ghraib prison. “When morale
is high, you have fewer of these
kinds of problems. And when mo-
rale is low, you have more.”

Wicks, who is beginning a week
of training in Texas, will have the
rank of colonel. His previous mili-
tary experience includes two
years on active duty with the Ma-
rines and 18 years in the Alabama
National Guard.

Wicks is a veteran of the U.S.
war with Iraq in 1991, but his wife
said things are different this time.

“In Desert Storm, he was in the
109th Evacuation Hospital and
they had_drilled together for
years,” said Jan Wicks. “He felt
good about going with this team
that he knew. He doesn’l have that
support this time.”

Wicks figures he will be among
the oldest U.S. soldiers in the Iraq
war. Martha Rudd, a spokeswom-
an for the Army at the Pentagon,
said she has no way of knowing if
Wicks would be the oldest. She
said she had heard of one other
doctor who was 68 and went to
Trag.
Wicks' latest assignment started
with a postcard the Army sent last
fall that explained the need for spe-
cialists and asked if he felt he was
fit to serve.

T stuck the thing in my pocket
and carried it around for several
weeks agonizing on how 1 should
respond,” he told The Decatur
Daily in a story Sunday. “The
truth is 1 consider myself fit to
serve, so that's how I marked it
and sent it back.”

“My wife said ‘You'll never hear
from them Well, it was no time at
all till T heard from them,” Wicks

aid.

Wicks said recruiters initially
hinted he could go to Europe or a
stateside base to relieve a younger
psychiatrist who would go to Iraq.
The Army even gave him three
choices should that scenario play
out, and Dr. Wicks chose Italy,
Germany and England.

“Well, I now wonder if this was
just to get me hooked. Because
there’s no way I'm going to Italy or
any of these places,” he said. “I'm
going to Iraq.”
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Elite forces taking
higher-paying jobs

BY PAULINE JELINEK
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Just when
the U.S. military needs them
most, senior Green Berets, Navy
SEALS and other elite forces are
leaving for higher-paying jobs.

er getting years of training
and experience in the military,
they leave for other government
jobs or for what defense officials
said Tuesday has been an explo-
sion in outside contractor work.

“What makes them so valuable
to us makes them highly market-
able on the outside,” said Chief
Master Sgt. Robert V. Martens Jr.,
senior adviser at the U.S. Special
Operations Command, which also

Martens said troops are taking
“the skills that we have trained
them with” and starting second
careers in the civilian sector or
moving into other government
agencies.

The special operations com-
mand has been working with the
services and the office of Defense
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld to
identify incentives to keep senior
people, Martens said. Worse re-
tention problems can be averted,
he said.

To some extent, the govern-
ment has helped create the grow-
ing market outside its doors. Both
the Defense Department and the
CIA have hired private contrac-
tors to cover their own manpower

oversees equipping and training  shortages, especially in skills
elite Army Rangers and Air Force  such as linguistics and prisoner
special ~operations interrogation.
commandos. _ y " The military has
. Better salaries, re- To some contracted out some
tirement benefits extent, the chores to save
and educational op- troops for soldiering
portunities are  gopernment  duties. There are
among _incentives some 20,000 private
that might help has helped security  guards
stem the problem, watching over U.S.
defense _officials create the officials, ~ convoys
said as they met . and private workers
with lawmakers o JTOWING o T some
discuss ~ ways under government
keep forces who market Contract- and some
have become so cru- P hired by private
cial to the war on ter- outside ils compamei
ror. 3 The CIA often
A soldier, sailor or doors. uses independent

airman gets $60,000

per year at 18 years of service —
a figure that includes housing al-
lowance and some types of spe-
cial duty pay. Troops who go to
work for civilian contractors can
make up to $200,000 a year, one
official has said.

The military command that
oversees the covert forces “is the
nation’s single best weapon in the
global war on terror,” said Rep.
Jim Saxton, R-N.J. Saxton opened
Tuesday’s session before his
House Armed Services Commit-
tee terrorism subcommittee, say-
ing he fears the military is losing
such troops faster than they can
be replaced for a counter-terror
war that “has no foreseeable end
point.”

Officials from the command
based in Tampa, Fla., didn’t give
specific numbers, but said the
Army, Navy and Air Force are all
seeing an increasing trend in
which senior people are retiring
at their 20-year mark, though
they could remain on active duty
for several more years.

Force Master Chief Clell Brein-
ing, senior adviser at the Naval
Special Warfare Command, said
there has been a decline in people
slaymg beyond the 10- to 14-year
mark since the Sept. 11, 2001, ter-
ror attacks.

“We are not looking to retain
every single person to their
30-year tenure, but we are look-
ing to retain a key experience
base to lead our younger, less ex-
perienced troops out into the field
into combat,” Martens said.

It can take four years just to
train a special operations soldier
and another few years of field ex-
perience before he or she is
top-notch.

contractors who are

hired for short-term assignments.

While they sometimes are recruit-

ed by and work through a private

company, they can also be con-
tracted directly by the agency.

Some of the private

‘Secret
Pentagon’
disclosed

BY STEVE GOLDSTEIN
Knight Ridder Newspapers

SITE R, Pa. — Welcome to the

undisclosed location.

own_familiarly to govern-
ment insiders as the
ground Pentagon,” this is where
Vice President Cheney set up
shop in the aftermath of the at-
tacks on Sept. 11, 2001, and
where he sometimes is when his
office is being secretive about
Cheney’s whereabouts.

The location is a highly secure
complex of buildings inside
Raven Rock Mountain near Blue
Ridge Summit, Pa., close to the
Maryland-Pennsylvania  state
line and about seven miles north
of Camp David.

A recent book, “A Pretext for
War: 9/11, Iraq, and the Abuse of
America’s Intelligence Agencies,”
by James Bamford, was credited
with spilling the beans about the

have been started and are led by
retired generals, other military of-
ficers and former CIA employees.
Overall spending on federal
contracts increased about 42 per-
cent from 2000 to 2003 — from
$205 billion to $291 billion — ac-
cording to a report issued in May
by Rep. Henry Waxman of Cali-
fornia, the senior Democrat on
the House Government Reform
Committee. The Army, Air Force
and Navy accounted for S5 per-
cent of all federal contract spend-
ing in 2003, he

hideaway.

Still, there is great sensitivity
about the compound, as empha-
sized to an uninvited reporter the
other day who was inadvertently
allowed to briefly enter a guard-
house.

“I work physical security at an
undisclosed location in southern
Pennsylvania, that’s all I can say,”
said a well-armed fatigues-clad
Army guard as he politely but
firmly told the reporter that “ev-
erything you see is classified.”

There is not all that much to be
seen.

Thursday, July 22, 2004

Site R — also known as Raven
Rock or the Alternate Joint Com-

munications Center — is a
53-year-old facility conceived at
the start of the Cold War as an al-
ternate command center in the
event of nuclear war or an attack
on Washington.

Sloping, round-humped Raven
Rock Mountain sprouts a thicket of
antennae, satellite dishes, and a mi-
crowave tower. From state Route
16, the main road that passes the
mountain, two oversize metal
doors in the hillside are visible
through the heavy foliage giving it
that Fortress of Solitude touch.

Information about Site R is
available on the Internet, and its
location — and use by Cheney —
appeared in several news stories
even before the publication of
Bamford’s book.

Cheney’s disappearance to un-
disclosed locations — a frequent
occurrence after the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks — is believed to be
unprecedented for the nation’s
highest elected officials.

As described by Bamford, the
mountain also has a helipad. “But
deep inside the hard greenstone
granite mountain is a secret
world of five buildings each three

The entrance to Vice President
Dick Cheney’s undisclosed
location at the Raven Rock
Mounhm facil ty near Blue Ridge

Known to gnvemmgm insiders as
the “underground Pentagon,”
Site R is a complex of
underground government
buildings, shown below.

Abook, “A Pretext for War: 9/11,
Iraq, and the Abuse of America’s
Intelligence Agencies” by James
Bamford, is credited with spilling
the beans about the supersecret
hideaway.

stories tall, computer-filled cav-
erns and a subterranean water
reservoir,” he writes.

Within hours of the 9/11 at-
tacks, Bamford said, five helicop-
ters landed on the helipad, a con-
voy of SUVs with black-tinted win-
dows arrived at the main en-
trance, and tan buses “began la-
boring up the steep, two-lane road
to the heavily guarded, unmarked
service entrance. Among those
early to arrive was Deputy Secre-
tary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz.”

The unmarked back entrance
is a twisting lane off Harbaugh
Valley Road. To the unknowing,
the chain-link fence with a dou-
ble-wide coil of razor wire might
be a tip-off, as would the guard-
house and a big red “warning”
sign.

Confmnanon came in the form
of a station wagon with a U.S.
Postal Service sticker; the carrier
drove up the road, delivering
‘mail to the half-dozen houses out-
side the gate. He acknowledged
that this was one of the “four or
five” entrances to Site R.

“We don't deliver their mail,”
he explained.

Asked whether Site R had it;
own service, he smiled and said:
“I would say so.”

Messages of Suppo

Hi Baby, Just wanted ro say I Love and

Miss you and i am right here with you
all the way supporting vou as you defend our
nation. I'm looking forward to your safe
return home soon. | Love You My Darling.
Your Wife,Penny D.Roark

We are so proud of all you men and
women serving us in the war! Thank
you all for sacrificing for us so that not only
us in America, but those that no nothing of
the freedoms we have will be able to share in
them! God bless you alll The Thomson's

Message for B. Bevins from Pike
ounty Kentucky, We want to you
know how praud we are of you and how

much we lave you and
iss you, Always know
that our prayers are with you daily that God

will keep you safe and return you and all the

troops home safely and quickly. Love Mom

and Dad

Toall of you Service persons aver seas,

Keep kicking their butts. You are in my
canstant prayers and thoughts. Hurry home.
If you know a platoon sergeant by the name
I Jackson, army reserves, South Bend, IN tell
him to write me. Linda

Toall our troops: Thank you for taking

the risk for protecting my frecdom.
Stay the course and good luck. D, Mieszala
EvergreenPark, IL

speed fo you all rom an old Vietnam Veteran,

This applies 1o today's soldiers too.  Ba sals and God's

SOLDIER
1 WAS THAT WRICH GTHERS DM NOT WANT T0 BE.

1 WENT WHERE OTHERS FEARED TO GO AND D)
WHAT OTHERS FALED T0 DG,

! ASKED NOTHING FROM THOSE W0 GAVE ROTHING.
ANE) RELUGTANTLY ACCERTED THE THOUGHT OF ETERVAL
LOWELMESS. SHOULD T FAY

FMIESEHJT-“EW@‘ ERRGA, FELT THE STIVGING
OF FEAR, AN ENIYED THE
MSI'ECFAMDEM"SLDW

! HAVE CRIED, PANED,
MWDFHI IMVELWDWES
THERS WOLLID SA) FORGOTTEN,

ATLEAST SONETAY A AL BE RLE TU A
THAT { (BAS PROUE) OF WHAT |
A SOUDNER
GECARE L. SKYPECK
VETHAN VETERAN.
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Ramstein squadron wins award

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — The 435th Ser-
vices Squadron at Ramstein Air Base has been
awarded the General Curtis E. LeMay Award as the
best services squadron in the Air Force.

The LeMay award was created in 1965 to encour-
age and recognize excellence in Air Force services
programs, according to a news release. It is present-

ed annually to the best large services squadron.

“This is a tremendous win for our squadron, and a
credit to the hard work of each member of the unit,”
said Col. Melissa Kallett, 435th Services command-
er. “Each day, we strive to provide the best quality
of life to the Kaiserslautern Military Community,
and this Air Force award recognizes our success in
doing that.”

From staff reports

Messages of Support

We support your effort to free Iraq
fram its opressive leadership and ulti-
v protect the United States from

. Wekeep all of you in our
prayers that God will keep you in his loving care
and that GOOD WILL TRIUMPH OVER
EVIL. GOD BLESS THE USA! Mary Ellen.
Canfield, OHIO

I just wanted every soldier, seamen,
* airman and marine to know that you

are in our thaughts and prayers. You
are doing an outstanding job and should be
proud. The job you are performing is outstand-

ing and | would like to thank each of you. God
Bless America! Farrin W, Kerr

Hey,Baby!l We love you and miss
you!l Take care and hurry home!!
Donna and Jess

To All of Our Armed Forces: Keep up
the good work, we are behind you
100%. Stay safe and God be with you!

We are so proud of all you men and
warmen serving us in the war! Thank
you all for sacrificing for us so that not

only us in America, but those that no nothing of
the freedoms we have will be able to share in
them! God bless you alll The Thomson's

Dear Ladics and Gentlemen of all our
Armed Forces, My thoughts and
prayers are with you and your families

as you go about your daily tasks of protecting
and defending our country. | do not know each
of you by name but [ have you in my thoughts
and in my heart just the same. May God bless
you and keep you safe. You hold the toughest
and mast important job in the world. You will
not go unnoticed for the eyes of God and the
world are upon you. Many Thanks for the great
jobs you are doing, Best Wishes, Agnes Miller

hi i just wanted to say that i hope you
guys are okay over there and that you
come back okay. i hape you win the

sear. i really hope your okay, and your families
would be happy to see you come home after the
war is over. Ron Runyon

Keep up the great work everyone.
Don't let the overpublicized anti-war
mangers and news coverage get your

spirits down. There is a job to do and we have
faith that it will get done. Good luck and God
bless. Justin. Indianapolis, Indiana

To Our Troops in Irag, May God
bless all of you for the sacrifice you are
making in the name of freedom.

Jaimic (US Navy), come home to me safely. A
True American, Tina

WE COMMEND YOU IN THE
LORD AND THANK YOU FOR
YOUR FAITHFULNESS. YOU'RE

STRONG, MIGHTY, WARRIORS! BE BOLD BE
STRONG, THE LORD YOU'RE GOD 18 WITH
YOU. MAY GOD PROTECT, STRENGTHEN,
GRANT YOU PEACE,

LOVE & P'RA\‘FR'{

JOHN 3:16, PSALM 91
O'BRIENS

Messages of Support

Toall service men and women serving
in our armed forces: We, Americans,
owe you all a dept of gratitude for

what you are doing and what you stand for.
THANK YOU for giving of yourselves to protect
others. You are our best giving your best! My
Love and Prayers, from a proud mother-in-law
inWv

B. Goldschmidt: Dear Son, You are in
our thoughts and prayers constantly.
We are looking forward to your com-

ing home soon. Stephen is now in Parris
Island. Another Marine to kick some serious
ass! Our Love, Mom, Dad & Lauren

Tammy flew through Dallas and got to
see Kathryn yesterday, Both were
very excited. Nica was happy to see

her too.  Now that she's seen her maybe she
won't be 50 nervous about the care she's getting.

Katheyn is thiving. Stay safe. Love, Ellen
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Wald explores EUCOM
involvement in Africa

Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany —
Those involved in planning trans-
formation of the U.S. military in
Europe consistently point to Afri-
ca as a place that troops may see
more of in coming decades.

But that’s already the case for
some personnel at the U.S. Euro-
pean  Com-
mand head-
quarters.

Last week

Air
Gen. Charles
Wald, depu-
ty command- |
er of
EUCOM,
made his
third  visit
this year to
the  conti-
nent, talking
with various leaders in a five-day
swing through six countries.
Included in this trip were meet-
ings in Nigeria, Rwanda, Uganda,
Gabon, Sao Tome and Ghana.
EUCOM has become increas-
ingly involved in a variety of na-
tion-building and military cooper-
ation projects across Africa in re-
cent years. Military medical per-
sonnel based in Europe, for in-
stance, have participated in a
handful of exercises. During such

visits, personnel treat ill local na-
tionals, train with local doctors,
fix facilities and donate supplies.

The most recent medical visit
was in South Africa.

EUCOM has funded more than
150 humanitarian  assistance
projects in 60 countries so far this
fiscal year.

Other units based in Europe
and the States have spent months
in a handful of countries, training
various levels of local military or
law enforcement agencies. A
small group of Marines from Eu-
rope and the States are currently
training anti-terrorism forces in
Chad.

Past efforts have resulted in
forces that are currently contrib-
uting to peacekeeping efforts in
places such as Sierra Leone, the
Congo and Lebanon.

EUCOM also runs a state part-
nership program, where individu-
al states — through National
Guard and Reserve forces as well
as civilian employees — work
with an individual African coun-

Partnerships exist between
New York and South Africa and
Utah and Morocco. During
‘Wald’s visit, partnerships involv-
ing North Dakota and Ghana and
Wyoming and Tunisia were ap-
proved.

Fishermen’s big catch
Pair find Army plane long lost in Minn. lake

BY TRACY SWARTZ
Minneapolis-St. Paul Star Tribune

Cory Fladeboe was frustrated.
An hour had passed since he and
a friend had caught a walleye in
Green Lake in Minnesota. So
Fladeboe dunked his underwater
camera to find out why the fish
weren't biting.

Then he saw it: the propeller of
a Cessna-style high-wing, sin-
gle-engine plane, covered with
silt, 35 feet below the surface.

ware of the legend of Green
Lake, the fishermen knew imme-
d\ately that they had stumbled on
the military plane that crashed
into the t:

The plane is in “excellent
shape,” said Michael Terhune, of
St. Cloud, one of six divers who in-
spected it.

Terhune, 46, took 50 pictures of
the submerged plane and plans to
return soon to Green Lake with
divers who will videotape the site.

One diver who plans to be there
is Bill Matthies, owner of the Min-
nesota School of Diving in
Brainerd. He searched for the
plane five times in the 1960s to re-
cover radio equipment for the
Civil Air Patrol.

Matthies dived in the south-
west quadrant of the lake, where
the pilot’s body was found. The

lake 45 years ago.

“It looked pretty awesome,”
said Fladeboe, 25.

Fladeboe returned the next day
with divers who say the plane fits
the description of the Army Cess-
na L-19 Birddog that plunged into
the 5,400-acre lake near Spicer
on Oct. 15, 1958.

The body of the National Guard
pilot, Capt. Richard Carey of Will-
mar, Minn., was found in the lake
two weeks later.

Kandiyohi County Sheriff's
Deputy Mike Roe said he may
find out if the numbers on the
plane’s tail match FAA and Army
records.

“Until the military puts its
stamp of approval on it, it's still in
limbo,” said Roe, addmg that the
plane eventually may be raised,
preserved and placed in a muse-
um.

plane Saturday is in
the lake’s northwest corner.

Matthies, 68, abandoned his
search in 1963, when a man told
him the plane had been hauled
from the lake.

“I was stunned when they said
they found the plane,” Matthies
said. “T'd like to dive on it to make
that closure.”

Volunteers who monitor the
water clarity of Green Lake con-
sistently report they can see
about 7 to 12 feet down, accord-
ing to the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency. Except near the
shoreline, the lake is far deeper
than that — 110 feet at its deepest
point — so the lake bottom rarely
is visible.

The reaction of Edna Carey,
the pilot’s widow, was “not so
good.” She said she thought it
would never be found.
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VOLVO MILITARY SALES

GET PREMIUM BENEFITS IF YOU ORDER DURING YOUR STAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

MILITARY PERSONNEL IN THE MIDDLE EAST OR ON BOARD SHIPS N THE REGION NOW HAVE THE UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO
PURCHASE A NEW VOLVO THROUGH THE VOLVO MILITARY CARS SALES PROGRAM.

FACTORY DIRECT SPECIAL MILITARY PRICING

US MILITARY PERSONNEL STATIONED OUTSIDE THEIR HOME COUNTRY CAN NOW ENJOY SUBSTANTIAL BENEFITS BY PURGHASING
A NEW VOLVO UNDER THE VOLVO MILITARY SALES PROGRAM, IT OFFERS GREAT SAVINGS COMPARED WITH STATESIDE PRICES.
THIS SUBSTANTIAL PRICE ADVANTAGE IS ONLY AVAILABLE WHILST STATIONED OUTSIDE THE US.

DELIVERY LOCATIONS - USA & OVERSEAS

WE CAN DELIVER YOUR NEW VOLVO DIRECTLY TO YOUR HOME TOWN DEALER IN THE USA OR FOR PICK UP IN EUROPE, IF YOUR
ASSIGNMENT TAKES YOU BACK THERE.

YOU CAN ORDER A NEW VOLVO TO YOUR EXACT SPECIFICATION FROM FACTORY. WITH A SMALL INITIAL DOWN PAYMENT WE CAN
BUILD A VEHICLE FOR YOU IN LESS THAN 60 DAYS*. DELIVERY TO THE USA WILL TAKE APPROXIMATELY 21 DAYS LONGER™, (* SOME
MORE POPULAR MODELS MAY HAVE LONGER LEAD TIMES ** DEPENDING ON USA DELIVERY LOCATION),

OUR SPECIAL FINANCE OFFER IS A MATTER OF INTEREST

SPECIAL VOLVO FINANCING AT REDUCED RATES. SEE US NOW.

HERE'S HOW TO COMBINE A GREAT DRIVING EXPERIENCE WITH GREAT FINANCING. BUY A NEW TAILOR-MADE VOLVO ON VERY
SPECIAL TERMS AND WE WILL BUY DOWN YOUR INTEREST RATE BY TWO POINTS*, BUT DON'T WAIT, THE OFFER IS VALID MAY 31-
AUGUST 07, 2004 ONLY. CHOOSE YOUR FAVORITE MODEL NOW AND ENJOY ALL OF VOLVO'S UNIQUE MILITARY BENEFITS WHILE
PAYING 0.89 -1.50%" INTEREST FOR 60 MONTHS = THE REST IS ON US. VOLVO MILITARY SALES. IT'S A GREAT DEAL.

VoLvo V70 y \
PRICES STARTING UP FROM $25,380 < PRICES STARTING UP FROM $30,650

voLvoc7o VOLVO 560
PRICES STARTING UP FROM $34,900 PRICING STARTING UP FROM $23,990

MIDDLE EAST MILITARY SALES

CONTACT STEVE IN OUR BAHRAIN OFFICE
Tel: 00 973 3916 7505 * Email: volvo@mideastmil.com
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: www.mideastmil.com

*Special Volvo financing including reduced interest rate is provided in cooperation with Service Credit Union, Pentagon Federal Credit
Union, Andrews Federal Credit Union and Kessler Federal Credit Union. The Credit Union does not endorse any merchant or product in this
advertisement, Valid May 31-August 07, 2004, $ 1,000 depaosit required. Volve XC80, 540 and V50 are not included in the buy down offer,
Rates will vary depending on lending institution and are subjest to change. FIND OUT MORE: WWW.VOLVOCARS.COM/MILITARYSALES
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PPHOTOS BY LISA HORN/Stars and Stripes

The 186th Air Refueling Wing, 153rd Air Refueling Squadron from Meridian, Miss., is staging refueling
operations from Rhein-Main Air Base, Germany, while work is done to the runway at Incirlik Air Base, Tur-
key. Crews from the 385th Air Expeditionary Group have been gassing up C-17s, E-8Cs and C-5s Top: A
C-17 approaches the back of a KC-135 refueler 20,000 feet above the Black Sea on Tuesday. The plane’s
boom is pictured in the foreground ready for refueling. Middle: The KC-135’s boom makes contact with the
C-17 as refueling begins. Bottom: The C-17 pulls away from the KC-135 after refueling is complete.
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Refueling teams
keep operations
booming in Iraq

385th AEG unit staging missions
with KC-135s out of Rhein-Main

BY LI1SA HORN
Stars and Stripes

Air Force boom operators claim
they're the only airmen flown to
work every day. And Tuesday’s re-
fueling mission 20,000 feet above
the Black Sea was no different for
Master Sgts. Glenn Hancock and
Sonny McCarra, boom operators
for the 186th Air Refueling Wing,
153rd Air Refueling Squadron
from Meridian, Miss.

“That’s what their job is — to
take me to work,” McCarra joked,
pointing to pilots Lt. Col. David
“Doc” Glisson and 1st Lt. Rob Gar-
rison.

The Air National Guard unit —
part of the 385th Air Expedition-
ary Group — is staging its refuel-
ing missions from Rhein-Main Air
Base until the end of the month
while the runway at Incirlik Air
Base, Turkey, is closed for repairs.

Since August 2003, the 385th’s
crews have been gassing up C-17s,
E-8Cs and C-5s around the clock
as they fly to and from downrange,
said Lt. Col. Twayne Mobley, com-
mander of the 385th AEG.

“[The receivers] need the gas to
be able to minimize their time on
the ground at their stops,” Mobley
explained.

Glisson, Garrison, McCarra and
Hancock took off Tuesday from
Rhein-Main to meet up with a C-17
onits way to Balad Air Base, Iraq.

Capts. Lance Spear and Edu-
ardo Emmanuelli, pilots of the
C-17, had taken off from
Rhein-Main shortly before the
KC-135. Two and a half hours
later, the aircraft rendezvoused
over the Black Sea, just off the
coast of Turkey.

During the mission, Glisson and
Garrison stayed in constant con-
tact with Spear and Emmanuelli to
ensure both planes were able to
meet at the predetermined refuel-
ing time.

Lying on his stomach in a small
pit at the plane’s tail, Hancock had
his hands at the controls. As he low-
ered the boom to a point just above
the C-17 cockpit, he filled the
plane with 65,000 pounds of fuel,
or roughly 9,700 gallons.

The 11 minutes of refueling
went flawlessly. As the C-17 pulled
away to continue its flight into
Iraq, Hancock waved to the crew-
members and they disappeared
into the horizon.

Flying directly into the setting
sun, the KC-135 turned to head
back to Germany. Glisson and Gar-
rison attached Post-it notes to the
windshield to deflect some of the
sun’s glare.

“It’s redneck sunscreen,” Glis-
son joked in his Southern drawl.

Before Incirlik’s repairs began,
a similar refueling mission would

PHOTOS BY RAYMOND CONWAY/
Stars and Stripes
Master Sgt. Sonny McCarra,
above, and Master Sgt. Glenn
Hancock, below, are boom opera-
tors with the 186th Air Refueling
Wing from Meridian, Miss. They

are temporarily flying refueling
missions from Rhein-Main as
Incirlik’s runway is repaired.

take three hours, or about half the
time it took on this day. In addition
to adapting to the longer flight
time, pilots have also had to adjust
to maneuvering in and out of
Frankfurt’s busy airspace.

Glisson had to fight to break into

adio chatter as an

air traffic controller provided in-
structions to the endless number of
incoming and outgoing aircraft.

“The three big challenges [fly-
ing from Rhein-Main] are getting
out of Frankfurt, the timing of the
refueling itself and finally getting
back to Rhein-Main and landing,”
Mobley said.
E-mail Lisa Horn at:

orni@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Karadzic lauded
as hero at festival

BY PREDRAG MILIC
The Associated Press

SULA, Serbia-Montenegro — Fans of the
world’s most-wanted war crimes suspect,
Radovan Karadzic, trekked by the thou-
sands Wednesday to this remote mountain
hamlet in his native Montenegro to launch a
song festival in his honor.

On a stage decorated with Serb national-
ist paraphernalia stood an empty chair bear-
ing Karadzic’s name.

“He is not a war criminal — he is my
hero,” said Ranko Andjusic, 44, a merchant
selling Karadzic badges, books and video-
tapes in Sula, about 120 miles northwest of
Podgorica, Montenegro’s capital.

Karadzic, who tops the U.N. war crimes
tribunal’s most-wanted list, has been on the
run since his indictment for genocide and
crimes against humanity in 1995.

The former Bosnian Serb wartime leader
is accused of orchestrating Europe’s worst
massacre of civilians since World War IT —
the July 1995 slaughter of up to 8,000 Bos-
nian Muslim men and boys in the U.N.-pro-
tected enclave of Srebrenica.

Yet Karadzic — a self-styled poet — re-
mains a hero among many nationalist Serbs
and Montenegrins.

They believe he was unjustly accused
merely because he devoted himself to Serb
interests during the bloody 1992-95 Bosnian
war by trying to create “Greater Serbia,” a
land that would comprise all Serbs living in
the Balkans.

Late last month, chief U.N. prosecutor

Carla Del
Ponte declared
that Karadzic
‘would be arrest-
ed within 24
hours. Instead,
he remains at
large despite a
$5 million reward promised by the United
States for information leading to his capture
and extradition to the tribunal in The
Hague, Netherlands.

“Radovan, check your guards carefully,
there are some Serbs who love money dear-
ly,” one musician sang at Wednesday’s festi
val while playing a “gusle,” a traditional sin-
gle-string instrument used by generations
of Serbs to circulate nationalist legends
among simple folk.

Outside a Serbian Orthodox Church, mer-
chants manning about 10 stalls peddled par-
aphernalia that included calendars with
Karadzic’s portrait and T-shirts reading
“Karadzic, the Serbian Hero.”

Karadzic is believed to be hiding in the
mountains of eastern Bosnia, not far from
Sula and somewhere near the town of Foca
on the border with Serbia.

Those who claim to have seen him say he
has shaved off his trademark bushy hair,
has grown a large beard and dresses in
black robes like a Serbian Orthodox priest.

aradzic is said to often change his hide-
outs, including monasteries and refur-
bished mountain caves.

Karadzic, not surprisingly, was nowhere
to be seen.

Radovan Karadzic

Pentagon

CHANNEL

U.S. hostage’s head
found in Saudi raid

BY ABDULLAH AL-SHIHRI
The Associated Press

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — The head of
slain American hostage Paul M. Johnson
Jr., who was kidnapped and decapitated
by militants in Saudi Arabia last month,
was found by security forces during a raid
that targeted the hide-out of the Saudi
al-Qaida chief. Two militants were killed,
the Interior Ministry said Wednesday.

The Interior Ministry said the head was
discovered in a freezer in a house, al-
though Johnson’s body was not found and
a further search was being conducted.

The spokeswoman for the U.S. Embas-
sy in Riyadh, Carol Kalin, said that Saudi
authorities had informed the embassy of

iscovery and that consular officials
in Washington were in the process of noti-
fying Johnson’s family.

The Interior Ministry said the raid oc-
curred in the King Fahd neighborhood of
Riyadh. An earlier statement from an offi-
cial at the ministry said authorities were
holding the wife and three children of
Saleh Mohammed al-Aoofi, the man be-
lieved to be al-Qaida chief in Saudi Ara-
bia, after the raid.

Johnson, a 49-year-old engineer who
had worked in Saudi Arabia for more than
a decade, was kidnapped June 12 by mili-
tants in Riyadh who followed through on a

threat to kill him if the kingdom did not re-
Jease its al-Qaida prisoners. An al-Qaida
group claiming responsibility posted an
Internet message that showed grisly pho-
tographs of a beheaded body on June 17.
Later, video of the beheading was posted.

Paul Johnson III, reached by telephone
in Washington by The Associated Press,
said he has received no official confirma-
tion about the discovery. The younger
Johnson, from Port St. John, Fla., had
flown to Washington for a news confer-
ence with Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., at
which they planned to press the Saudi Em-
bassy for more information about the
search for the body.

The Saudi Interior Ministry said the dis-
covery was made after a search of one of
three locations following the late Tuesday
raid.

Weapons, including an anti-aircraft
SAM-7 missile that appeared in previous
militant videotapes, explosives, chemi-
cals, video cameras and cash were among
items seized.

One of the militants killed in the raid,
identified by the Interior Ministry as Issa
Saad Mohammed bin Oushan, is on the
Saudi government’s list of wanted mili-
tants. The statement declined to identify
the wounded who are in custody.
Associated Press writer Mike Schneider in Orian-
do, Fla., contributed to this report
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Watch the Pentagon Channel for hourly reports and
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Tax cuts may he extended

White House opposed to negotiated deal

BY MARY DALRYMPLE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House and
Senate negotiators have agreed to
extend for two more years Presi-
dent Bush’s tax cuts for wage
earners, parents and married cou-
ples, but lawmakers said Wednes-
day the deal did not have the sup-
port of the White House, which
wanted a longer extension.

President Bush had asked Con-
gress to act this week, before Re-
publicans and Democrats leave
for the presidential nominating
conventions, and prevent the tax
cuts from expiring at the end of
the year.

Negotiators agreed to keep the
three tax cuts in place through
2006. The emerging understand-
ing was described by congression-
al aides speaking on condition of
anonymity because negotiators
had not yet announced an agree-
ment.

BeCe

You Save!

Military loan-rate discounts
are now available.
Visit our website or call us for details!

The White House, however,
had asked lawmakers to extend
the tax cuts for five years. Sen.
Max Baucus, D-Mont., the top
Democrat on the Senate’s tax writ-
ing committee, said Wednesday,
“the White House is still op-
posed” to the two-year extension.

Senate Majority Leader Bill
Frist, R-Tenn., said negotiations
remained “fluid.” Frist said he’'d
like to see the tax cuts extended
more than two years also, per-
haps permanently.

“Is that asking too much at this
Jjuncture?” he said. “I don’t think
s0, but I've got a lot of people to
consider.”

A group of the Senate’s moder-
ate Republicans and Democrats
had signaled they wanted a short
extension, as little as one year.

“Our members are hungry for
something that will pass,” said
Stuart Roy, spokesman for House

b

It's our way of saying, “Thank you for serving.”

www.andrewsfcu.on

(0049) 611-9787-530
DSN 337-6581

Andrews Federal Credit Union

(301) 702-5500 - (B00) 487-5500

Majority Leader Tom DeLay,
R-Texas.
“They want to get something
that prevents the tax increase.”
“I think the two-year deal

ought to fly,” said Rep. Paul
Ryan, R-Wis., early Wednesday
morning.

The tax cuts that would be ex-
tended increased the child tax
credit to $1,000, broadened the
bottom 10 percent income tax
bracket and lowered taxes for
some married couples who pay
higher taxes than they would if
unmarried. They had been set to
expire at the end of the year.

If the tax cuts were left to ex-
pire at the end of the year, Ameri-
cans would see three tax increas-
es — slightly higher income
taxes, a $300 reduction in the
child tax credit and a reduction in
tax benefits for married couples.

The framework also freezes the
alternative minimum tax in place
for a year.

1se You scerve

House Speaker Rep. Dennis Hastert, R-lll., at podium, and other
Republican leaders appear before reporters following a 9/11
Commission Briefing on Capitol Hill on Tuesday in Washington. With
Hastert are, from left to right, Rep. Chris Cox, R-Calif.; House Majority
Leader Rep. Tom DelLay, R-Texas; Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner, R-Wis.;
and House Majority Whip Rep. Roy Blunt, R-Mo.

Pledge to fight terror
stressed on eve of
9/11 report release

BY HOPE YEN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush said Wednesday his admin-
istration is doing everything possi-
ble to prevent another terrorist at-
tack as he braced for a report
sharply critical of the govern-
ment’s intelligence-gathering be-
fore Sept. 11.

“Ilook forward to receiving the
report,” Bush said in the Rose
Garden as he signed a bill at the
White House to de-

House counsel Alberto Gonzalez
on the panel’s findings later
‘Wednesday, presidential spokes-
‘man Scott McClellan said.
Congress isn’t likely to under-
take major revisions of the na-
tion’s intelligence operations this
year, House Speaker Dennis Hast-
ert said, casting doubt on the
Sept. 11 commission’s push for
immediate changes once its final
report is released.
The panel of five Republicans
and five Democrats also will call
for a new Cabi-

velop and stock- ) net-level intelli-
pile vaccines and  COngress isn’t  gence chief and
other antidotes to o g recommend com-
bl md T 10 g e rowe
- ; ot and Senate intelli-

ons He "S‘r’.ied}:f, /mder.take gence committcs
y an removin

before the inde- major term limits fmn%

pendem commis-
sion investigating
the terrorist at-

revisions of
the nation’s

committee mem-
bers, according to
GOP House lead-

tacks releases a re- . . ers informally
port detailing sig- intelligence briefed on the re-
nificant  intelli- .
pence lapses and  Operations  PRUG
h - ;
{alfilures hat a1 this year, Srarae o the e
oved e House e inligece
community,  an
succeed. Speaker give that person
“I will continue . the budgetary and
© work with 'hfj Dennis statutory authority
ongress  an . to accomplish the
sateandlocalgov-  Hastert said. o " eaid Sen. Di.

ernments to build
on the homeland security im-
provements we have already
made,” Bush said. “Every Ameri-
can can be certain that their gov-
ernment will continue doing ev-
erything .. to prevent a terrorist
attack, and if the terrorists do
strike, we will be better prepared
to defend our people because of
the good law I sign today.”
Commission Chairman Tho-
mas Kean, a former New Jersey
governor, and Democratic Vice
Chairman Lee Hamilton, a
former Indiana congressman,
were to brief President Bush’s na-
tional security adviser, Condoleez-
za Rice, White House Chief of
Staff Andy Card and White

ne Feinstein,

D-Calif., who has introduced a bill
to create the position and has bipar-
tisan support from five colleagues.

Yet some Republicans and
Democrats are worried such a po-
sition would become too political
by giving the normally apolitical
intelligence chief a seat at the
president’s policy-making table.

Hastert, R-1IL., said any legisla-
tive action on the panel’s recom-
‘mendations probably won’t occur
until after the next president is in-
augurated in January, given the
limited time Congress has remain-
ing this year.
Associated Press writer Katherine
Pfleger Shrader contributed to this
report.
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Bush quiet about agenda for next 4 years

BY DEB RIECHMANN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush’s supporters shout “Four
more years!” but for now, it’s un-
clear what a second term would
bring.

The president has been offer-
ing broad-brush descriptions of
what he’d do if he were re-elected
— “win the war on terror,” “ex-
tend peace and freedom through-
out the world” and “continue to
create jobs.”

Yet, with just over 100 days
until the election, Bush is keeping
the details of his plans private.

Bush’s advisers say that the
run-up to next week’s Democrat-
ic National Convention in Boston
is hardly a good time to outline
second-term goals. At a speech
Wednesday night at the Washing-
ton convention center, Bush is ex-
pected to take a stab at it.

“I think the president will
begin to touch more on some of
the broad themes of his vision for
the next four years,” White
House press secretary Scott Mc-
Clellan said Wednesday. “It
‘would be fair to say, I think, that
as we move beyond the Democrat-
ic convention and into our conven-

tion that we will be talking more
about the president’s agenda
going forward.”

There's nothing preventing
Bush from spelling out his agen-
da now. President Clinton, when
he ran for re-election eight years
ago, offered many pre-convention
initiatives, such as putting com-
puters in every classroom and giv-
ing tax credits for the first two
years of college.

But Bush’s ability to put forth
major, expensive initiatives is re-
strained by his high deficits and
demands by his conservative
base of supporters for smaller
government.

The president is considering
backing efforts to  allow
lower-priced drugs to be import-

from Canada and elsewhere,
two Bush advisers say. In May,
Health and Human Services Sec-
retary Tommy Thompson said he
would advise Bush not to stand in
the way of legislation to make it
legal for drugs to be imported.
That decision would play well in
the northern battleground states
of Minnesota, Wisconsin and
Michigan where busloads of peo-
ple regularly thumb their noses at
the law and travel north of the bor-
der to fill their prescriptions.

Bush also is expected to keep
calling for medical liability re-
form, a position that allows him to
take an election-year jab at Demo-
cratic vice presidential candidate
John Edwards, a former trial law-
yer.

One uncertainty on the health
front, GOP pollster David Win-
ston says, is whether older Ameri-
cans during the next few months
will embrace the new Medicare
prescription card. “You still don’t
know what the reaction is going to
be to the prescription card,” he
says. “That impacts a very impor-
tant target group — women
60-plus.”

In 2000, Bush campaigned ag-
gressively for an overhaul of So-
cial Security, and since then, he’s
said he wants to give Americans
the ability to invest part of their
Social Security contributions in
personal savings accounts. Social
Security reform is still on Bush’s
“list of goals,” though it will not
be a dominant issue, one adviser
said.

Likewise, Bush does not men-
tion two initiatives he announced
with much fanfare months ago:
giving temporary legal status to il-
legal immigrants or sending astro-
nauts back to the moon by 2020
and ultimately on to Mars.

AP

Vice President Dick Cheney listens as President Bush speaks Wednes-
day at the White House. The administration has offered few details
about how Bush plans to accomplish his goals if re-elected.

Berger calls document
flap ‘an honest mistake’

BY CURT ANDERSON

help determine which Clinton ad-
to provide

The Press

WASHINGTON — Former na-
tional security adviser Sandy Berg-
er says he regrets the way he han-
dled classified terrorism docu-
ments, calling the whole thing “an
honest mistake.” Republicans say
the matter raises questions about
whether the former Clinton admin-
istration official sought to hide em-
barrassing materials.

“What information could be so
embarrassing that a man with de-
cades of experience in handling
classified documents would risk
being caught pilfering our nation’s
most sensitive secrets?” House
Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-IIL,
said. “Mr. Berger has a lot of ex-
plaining to do.”

The Justice Department is inves-
tigating whether Berger commit-
ted a crime by removing from the
National Archives copies of docu-
ments about the government’s
anti-terror efforts and notes that
he took on those documents. Bes
er was reviewing the materials to

to the independent commission in-
vestigating the Sept. 11, 2001, ter-
ror attacks.

When news of the investigation
surfaced, Berger on Tuesday quit
asan adviser to John Ker-
ry’s presidential campaign to limit
the political fallout.

Kerry said later, “Sandy Berger
is my friend, and he has tirelessly
served this nation with honor and
distinction. I respect his decision
to step aside as an adviser to this
campaign until this matter is re-
solved objectively and fairly.”

Berger told reporters he was not

guilty of criminal wrongdoing.

“Last year, when I was in the Ar-
chives reviewing documents, I
made an honest mistake. It's one
that I deeply regret,” Berger said.
“I dealt with this issue in October
2003 fully and completely. Every-
thing that I have done all along in
this process has been for the pur-
pose of aiding and supporting the
work of the 9/11 commission, and
any suggestion to the contrary is
simply, absolutely wrong.”

Sandy Berger

Many_ Democrats,

including
former President Clinton himself,
suggested that politics were be-
hind disclosure of the probe only
days before Thursday’s scheduled

release of the Sept. 11 commission
report. report is expected to
be highly cnhcal of the govern-
ment’s response to the growing
al-Qaida threat, a potential blow to
President Bush’s re-election cam-

paign. . L .
“It's interesting timing,” Clinton
said.

N.Y. subway backpack explosion

NEW YORK — Police are investigating whether
a backpack that exploded in a Times Square sub-
way station Monday was planted by the officer
who reported it, high-ranking police sources said.

The sources, who spoke on condition of anonymi-
ty, said Joseph Rodriguez, 27, has had psychologi-
cal problems that apparently stemmed from the
Sept. 11 terrorist attack on the World Trade Cen-
ter. He helped with the rescue efforts.

Rodriguez was approved for a disability pension
last week, and Tuesday, the day after the explo-
sion, was to have been his last day on the job, the

sources said.

Critics denounce circus lion death

LOS ANGELES — The death of a circus lion dur-
ing a train trip
drawn criticism from an animal advocacy group
and the scrutiny of a federal agenc

The lion, named Clyde, was found dead July 12
when the train in which he was traveling stopped
outside Fresno, Calif.

‘The People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
said a whistleblower reported that Clyde died in a
poorly ventilated boxcar as the train traveled
through the Mojave Desert. Shannon Pak, a spokes-
woman for the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey
Circus, denied PETA’s

from Arizona to California has

on Tuesday.

From The Associated Press

Investigators: More
Killed below impact
than believed on 9/11

BY DEVLIN BARRETT
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Federal in-
vestigators analyzing evacuation
patterns at the World Trade Cen-
ter estimate more people than pre-
viously thought died below the
areas hit by the hijacked planes.

The National Institute of Stan-
dards and Technology is conduct-
ing an extensive review of the col-
lapse of the towers. Between 567
and 610 people died below the im-
pact floors, “somewhat higher
than previously thought,” lead in-
vestigator Shyam Sunder said
Tuesday.

The NIST has tried to deter-
mine where people died to better

below previous estimates. He
said the shift may be explained
by the lowering death toll since
the first calculations were made
in 2002. NIST said it still had no
information on where 17 people
died.

Altogether, 2,749 people died at
the World Trade Center, includ-
ing those on the hijacked planes,
the agency has found.

The main source of information
for the analysis came from 300
in-person _interviews conducted
by the NIST and about 800 phone
interviews.

In many cases, the agency was
able to use employees’ building
identification information to de-
termine on which floors they
worked That information was

X

understand evacuation responses
and craft that
‘would make skyscrapers safer.
The agency’s interim figures es-
timate 1,466 building occupants
died in World Trade Center
Tower 1, the vast majority —
1,356 people — at or above the im-
pact site. In Tower 2, the second
to be struck, 624 office workers
were killed, and only six of those
were below the impact site. More
than 400

d against survivor
accounts of their evacuations.

The investigators also tallied in-
formation gleaned from press ac-
counts and a Web site dedicated
to victims of the Sept. 11, 2001, at-
tacks.

The agency had previously esti-
mated that between 16,200 and
18,600 people were in the build-
ings.

were killed in the twin towers
below the impact floors.

NIST also has determined 30
other people were killed in the
towers below the impact sites,
without being able to say which
building they were in.

Sunder said between 1,974 and
2,017 people died at or abcve the
areas of impact, a figure slightly

It also 18 bystand-
ers or occupants of nearby build-
ings were killed.

The institute’s investigation
began two years ago in an effort
to determine why the towers col-
lapsed and use those lessons to
recommend improvements in
building codes, evacuation proce-
dures and other standards. Its
final report is due in December.
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A cheesy birthday

TN MARYVILLE

Michael P. Monn’s
birthday celebration went a
little awry when he was ar-
rested while drunk, nude
and covered with nacho
cheese.

Monn was detained
early Sunday as he ran
toward a Jeep in the
parking lot outside a
swimmi pool
snack bar. Accord-
ing to police, he was stark naked
and was carrying a box of snacks
and a container of nacho cheese.

Monn was charged with bur-
glary, theft of less than $500, van-
dalism less than $500 and public
toxication and was cited for inde-
cent exposure. He was held at the
Blount County Jail in lieu of a

ne
It was Monn’s 23rd birthday.

Fake poster, real lawsuit

BANGOR — A fake wanted

poster the owner of an Etna
variety store displayed on his cash
register as a practical joke has trig-
gered a defamation lawsuit.

Brad Graves sued Ronald Hicks
last week in Penobscot County Su-
perior Court, claiming that Hicks
damaged his reputation by display-
ing the poster that labeled him a
“terrorist.”

Hicks’ lawyer characterized the
lawsuit as “ridiculous,” saying the
poster was created as a harmless
joke by his client and was aimed at
a frequent customer whom he re-
garded as a friend.

The poster included a photo-
graph of Graves with the words
“Mohammed Abdul Graves, sus-
pected leader of the outlaw organi-
zation me Activist Terrorism
Militia of Etna” or “EATME”
under his picture, according to
court documents.

And a cherry on top
JACKSON — A robbery at-
tempt at an ice cream store

resulted in a not-so-sweet ending

for a would-be thief who authori-
ties say knocked over a large con-
tainer of strawberry syrup and

dropped his wallet.
According to police, the
24-year-old man  apparently

slipped in the goo during the
break-m early Monday.
to an alarm

ROUNDUP

shotgun, and fired at Brooks from a
second-story window, said Suffolk
County Police Lt. Jack Fitzpatrick.

Wilson then drove his car over
Brooks, who had been shot at least
once in the chest and died at the
scene, police said.

Officers arrived at the scene and
confronted Wilson in his car near-
by. Police said they shot him when
he flashed his shotgun. Wilson died
at the hospital.

Massive Big Mac attack

FOND DU LAC — Chalk up
another meaty milestone
for Don Gorske.

The Fond du Lac man downed
his 20,000th Big Mac sandwich
Monday, while surrounded by spec-
tators at a local McDonald’s restau-
rant.

He already had made the “Guin-
ness World Records” book for eat-
ing a record number of Big Macs
before he hn number 19,000 in
March

He has heen eating the fast food
sandwiches since 1972 at a rate of
at least one a day, and said he has
eaten a Big Mac from every state in
the union.

Still, the 6-foot Gorske has main-
tained his weight at about 170
pounds.

No Pepsi dumping
NY SYRACUSE — The Pepsi
Bottling Group will pay
nearly $3 million in fines and clean-
up costs for illegally dumping in-
dustrial waste into a creek that
empties into Onondaga Lake, state
and local officials said last week.

puty
after mldmght at TJ’s Dairy Freeze
in Jackson, about 90 miles west of
Detroit, located the wallet and
found a container of syrup spilled
on the floor. It was unclear if any-
thing was taken.

The deputy used the identifica-
tion card in the wallet to find and ar-
rest the suspect on a charge of
breaking and entering.

Constable killed

NY OAK BEACH — A Babylon

Bay Town constable was
shot to death by a man he tried to
pull over for drunken driving, po-
lice said. The gunman was later
shot to death by police responding
to the scene.

Richard Brooks, 44, was a re-
tired New York City police officer
who worked one day a week as a
constable for the town. He was pa-
trolling the quiet seaside commus
ty of Oak Beach at about 3 p.m. Fri-
day when he tried to pull over
James Wilson on the Robert Moses
Cq\éseway, Suffolk County police
said.

Wilson, 42, sped to his home with
Brooks in pursuit, police said. He
went inside his house, grabbed a

Balloons abound

Air balloons sail over Angel Fire,
N.M., during the Wings Over Angel
Fire Balloon and Air show.

,‘.A

Under the settle-
ment, the company
will pay $2.78 million
to help pay for Ononda-

Lake reclamation
projec!s, said Assistant
Onondaga County District
Attorney Paul Berry.

The company also will
pay $200,000 in fines for its
illegal dumping activities in

suburban Syracuse, as well as
to settle charges in Utica and
Chesterfield, said state Attor-
ney General Eliot Spitzer.
According to Berry, Pepsi ad-
mitted that it disposed of soft drink
syrup mix and other waste soda
products into Ley Creek, a tribu-
tary of Onondaga Lake, without a
permit. The syrup has a high sugar
content and the discarded waste
the potential to remove and dis-
solve oxygen from the water, affect-
ing fish and plant life, said Depart-
ment of Environmental Conserva-
tion Commissioner Erin Crotty.

Shelter replaces tavern

OMAHA — A local home-
less shelter has purchased a
neighboring bar and plans to build
something  oddly  appropriate
where the old tavern now stands: a
drug and alcohol treatment center.

South Omaha’s Stephen Center
shelter bought the South Seven bar
this month, said Del Bomberger, ex-
ecutive director of the shelter.

He said the bar will be knocked
down to make room for a new resi-
dential treatment center.

Bomberger said the bar had long
been a problem for the shelter, be-
cause many of the shelter’s patrons
had drinking and drug problems
and were able to get alcohol and
drugs in and around the tavern.

‘The irony of building a treatment
center on land where a bar once
stood was not lost on Bomberger.

“It’s really kind of a fun conver-

sion,” he said.
Boy dies in hot SUV
BOCA RATON — A

3-year-old boy died when
his dentist father left him inside a
sport utility vehicle for three hours,
officials said.

Dr. Dennis F. Sierra took his son
Andres to work with him last Thurs-
day and left the boy in the car, in-
tending to be in the office for only a
short time, Palm Beach County
sheriff’s spokeswoman Diane Car-
hart said.

A relative called Sierra about
three hours later to ask about the
boy, and the father and office em-
ployees rushed to the car to find An-
dres was not breathing.

The boy died about an hour later
at West Boca Medical Center. It
was not immediately known if any
charges would be filed.

Sierra was not arrested, said his
lawyer, Michael Salnick.

Can’t bear the fans

STEVENS POINT — When
a black bear wandered into
the city and climbed up a tree, resi-
dents here didn’t panic or rush
away. In fact, they did the opposite.

A crowd of screaming well-wish-
ers gathered underneath the tree,
causing the panicked animal to
climb farther up and making the
limbs wobble.

After waiting 16 hours, a Wildlife
Services employee fired two tran-
quilizers into the 140-pound animal
Saturday evening.

Authorities then dragged the
bear onto a forklift and put it into a
cage, to the cheers of about 50 on-
lookers.

Visitors hke photographs of and look at
reflections in the “Cloud Gate” sculpture

On the ceiling

at Millennium Park in Chicago.

The work of a spider is highlighted by the
Tangled web 10 i Gines trough drops o

dew on a farm fence near Glencoe, Ky.

Peter Jay sinks his teeth into an
original Menches Brothers
hamburger at the 19th annual Burger Fest 2004 in Hamburg, N.Y.

Seriously hungry
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After the storm

A
N.D.,

inbow can be seen behind the Stjordalen Lutheran Church in Reynolds,
in rural Traill County after storms pounded the area.

Fields of gold  giomersies oty e

field of small grain crop grows next to an old barn south of Huff, N.D.

Out for a ride

Riders taking part in the Sixth
annual Cycling the Erie Canal bike
tour head down a hill along the Erie
Canal in Niskayuna, N.Y.

Just playing around

Church in Middletown, Ohio.

Themi Kakias, left, and George Karras, of the Greek Tycoons, joke
around during a performance as they go to sit on the lap of Dessine
the 37th annual Middletown Greek Festival at Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox

Child’s fatal fall
NY POUGHKEEPSIE — A
2-year-old boy died July 14,

two days after falling 81 feet from
awindow.

Police believe the boy’s mother
was asleep when he fell from the
ninth story of a Poughkeepsie
apartment building while playing
with his siblings. Police believe
the death was accidental, but they
are continuing to investigate. They
did not release the name of the
child.

Some tenants and city leaders
are calling for mandatory window
guards.

COLUMBIA — In an effort
to reduce air pollution from
idling diesel trucks, South Caroli-
na, North Carolina and Georgia
plan to offer 150 spaces at Inter-
state 85 truck stops where truckers
can cut their engines and plug in.
The spaces will have a large
hose that truckers can connect to
their windows. Inside the hose is a
system with a heating and air con-
ditioning unit, several outlets and

Internet access through a
touch-screen computer.
Truckers pay a fee — about

$1.25 an hour — for the services.
But they can sleep in their trucks
without running the engines.

Allegations may be false

SAN ANTONIO — A

17-year-old girl has admit-
ted she told a cellmate that she
made up allegations that she had
sex with a judge for money as a
minor.

Her admission could bring So-
cial Security judge Forrest Elmo
Stewart’s house arrest to an end.

The girl's testimony came lasl
week during an

of the hardest hit neighborhoods.

In the past three weeks, three
people have been killed in colli-
sions involving vehicles allegedly
stolen by minors.

Left in the dark

PHOENIX — A fire at an
electrical substation early
Tuesday left about 50,000 northwest
Phoenix homes and businesses with-
out power. It was the second substa-
tion fire in the area in two weeks.

All but 13,000 homes and busi-
nesses had power restored within
two hours of the 2:30 a.m. fire, said
Damon Gross, spokesman for Arizo-
na Public Service Co. The fire dam-
aged one of three transformers at a
substation, he said.

‘The cause of the fire was under in-
vestigation, Gross said.

Mugged and dragged
JACKSONVILLE — A
woman was severely beaten

by two men who grabbed her purse

and then dragged her 60 feet down a

street in a sport utility vehicle be-

fore running her over, officials said.

“She was fighting to get away
from them,” said police spokes-
man Ken Jefferson. “Her head hit
the pavement.”

‘The woman remained in critical
condition.

Kevin Jerome Miller, 27, turned
himself in hours after the attack.
He was charged with aggravated
battery. Police have not arrested
the second man.

Theft of JFK items

NY NEW YORK — A ware-

house worker charged with
stealing personal items that be-
longed to the late John F. Kennedy
Jr. reportedly pleaded guilty to
mlsdemeanor larceny and re-
ceived a

Stewart, 77, has been charged
with indecency with a child by sex-
ual contact He was arrested in

The girl has been in jail for two
months on burglary charges.

Two dogs euthanized
AUGUSTA — Two
look-alike wolf-hybrid

dogs from the same litter, one of

which bit a woman in the leg, have

been euthanized following a

two-hour hearing in District

Court.

The 18-month-old dogs, a male
and female, had been placed in
quarantine last week after one of
them bit Laura Charest of S)dney,

The worker, Patrick Gallagher,
entered the plea in Manhattan
criminal court last week and was
fined $1,000, The New York Times
and the New York Post reported.

Prosecutors said Gallagher, a
worker for Sotheby’s, stole nearly
three dozen items, including a
1963 Father’s Day card to Presi-
dent Kennedy from his son.

He allegedly sold the stored be-
longings for $5,000 to pay a debt to
a bookie.

Bias settlement checks
TULIA — Tulia residents
wrongly charged and jailed

in falsified drug cases five years

ago began getting checks from af se

who was unable to
which was the attacker.

Judge Michael Westcott last
week ordered both dogs, Polar
Bear and Foxy Lady, put down
and tested for rabies.

The lawyer representing the
dogs’ owner, Helen Minoty, sought
to have them spared, saying it
would be wrong to kill both ani-
mals when only one bit Charest.

Juveniles stealing cars

WASHINGTON — Facing

a growing outcry from the
public to put a stop to Jjuvenile car
thefts, officials in the nation’s capi-
tal are vowing to try to solve the
problem.

“These are not ‘kiddie’ car
thieves out for a night of fun. These
are acts of recKless violence,”
Mayor Anthony A. Williams said at
a public forum Monday night in one

million
alawsuit claiming the arrests were
racially motivated.

Retired Judge Ron Chapman,
who decided how the settlement
would be divided among the 45 de-
fendants, said distribution of the
checks began last week. The defen-
dants will share $4 million, while
some of their attorneys will re-
ceive $2 million.

Civil rights groups claimed the
drug cases were racially motivated
because 39 of the 46 arrested or
charged in the 18-month drug oper-
ation were black. Tom Coleman,
the former undercover agent who
‘made the arrests, is white.

Gov. Rick Perry granted par-
dons last year to 35 defendants in
Tulia, a small farming and ranch-
ing community of about 5,000 be-
tween Amarillo and Lubbock.

Stories and photos from The Associated
Press
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EDITOR

Bamberg dress code

The community of Bamberg was in-
formed at the conclusion of the school
year that beginning in September there
will be a “Community Dress Code.” There
is a history regarding this issue at Bam-
berg. I have lived in this community for
eight years, and this is the third time we
have voted to have “uniforms.” It passed
this time. Why?

At the town hall meeting on Feb. 10,
there was quite a discussion about uni-

forms. The Army and Air Force Exchange
Service had reported it could not bring in
husky-size clothing for young children due
to limited space. Then 25 minutes later,
they promised they could have uniforms
for more than 600 students who attend the
elememary school. Where did they find
space in 25 minutes? The School Advisory
Committee members present gave a nice
fashion show to display the acceptable uni-
form to include the color of socks and the
type of shoes that would be acceptable.
(The color of shoes and socks has been
eliminated from the code.)

‘When community members asked why
the need for uniforms, the immediate re-
sponse was it would improve discipline,
eliminate gang-style apparel, and would
decrease the differences of economical
stature. The Provost Marshal was quick to
announce there have been no apparent
gang-related activities on our post.

‘When SAC mailed out ballots, there was
avery small return, just a little over 100. T
would have thought the issue would be dis-
missed due to lack of parent support or in-
terest. Instead, the base commander took
the reins and instructed his office person-
nel to call every family.

If you were reached, the conversation
was similar to this, “Hello, Mrs. Hodges? I
am calling from the base commander’s of-
fice. I have been tasked to call you and get
your feelings about uniforms. Do you sup-
port it or not?”

Were the vote and other comments
noted on the call list? Only two-thirds of
the community was reached. What about
the remaining families? Why were they
not given the opportunity to vote? With the
number of soldiers deployed, were both
parents given the opportunity to vote? Due
to the family’s return address being on the
ballot, were the families that returned
their ballot with the “yes” vote tagged fam-
ilies to call?

of Defense Educati

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. We reserve the
right to edit letters for length, taste and clarity

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211

Via fax: ICounlry code -+49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

64345 Griesheim

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

have brought up the issue of force protec-
tion. The immediate response is there
have been no incidents with students in
Schweinfurt, where there is a dress code.
However, Sept. 11 shows that it only takes
one incident and then we have a crisis.

But the big question that needs to be ad-
dressed is, was this truly a community-sup-
ported endeavor or pushed through using
non-democratic procedures?

If you have questions on the new policy
or would like to express your support, you
are encouraged to attend the first SAC
meeting in September.

Dianne Hodges
Bamberg, Germany

Atheists have rights, too

In response to “Only Christians told to
change” (July 13), I am sorry the author
feels put out by what he perceives to be a
lack of tolerance of Christians. But Chris-
tianity is not the only religion and Chris-
tians are not deserving of special treat-
ment.

I have been an atheist since about 1977,
and I have been proudly serving in the
U.S. Army since late 1983. Does the writer
think that my beliefs haven’t been spurned
during the last 20 years?

The examples are many. I can’t count
how many invocations I have had to listen
to since I enlisted. All I ever asked for was
the occasional opportunity to excuse my-
self during the prayers. What was I told?
“J ust go along with it.”

Activity does not have a dress code policy.
Schools can have a dress code, but it gener-
ally only pertains to safe and non-violent
or sexually suggestive clothes. So now, be-
ginning in September, the teachers and
school administrators will be tasked with
becoming uniform police.

Will dress code violations decrease
school discipline and will the base com-
mander and school liaison support the
school when there are problems with this
issue and/or behavior problems? Is it a
“community” dress code when only the el-
ementary school is affected? Many parents
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D shury

were always fun. My in-
sistence that the officer reading the oath
substitute the word “affirm” for “swear,”
and leave off “so help me God” always got
a positive response from everyone in atten-
dance (just kidding). If looks could kill, I
probably would have been dead the last
three times I re-enlisted.

1 make it a point to try not to judge any-
one or try to change their beliefs. Does the
writer think that not one “Christian” has
ever tried to convert me or change my be-
liefs? There have been too many to count. I
know that they think they are doing “God’s
work” or doing me a favor, but I can do

without it. The letter makes me think of
paraphrasing the popular “WWJD” ques-
tion. I would like to present this as “What
Would (Thomas) Jefferson Do?” 'm sure
that one of our nation’s Founding Fathers
would have an interesting opinion on this
subject.

Talso got the feeling after reading the let-
ter that the writer somehow feels persecut-
ed by the actions that he is describing. At
least he isn't being burned at a stake or
anything like that.

In closing, I would like to address the
writer’s last paragraph. I'll take my chanc-
es when the time comes. Until then, Il
keep sending my monthly Combined Fed-
eral Campaign contribution to the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union.

Sgt. 1st Class David L. Snyder
Giebelstadt, Germany

Stop the whining

Tam sick and tired of all the whining. Be-
lieve me, I know whining, because I am
the mother of four children all under the
age of 7.

But it’s not their whining that T am talk-
ing about. It is the whine of the people who
signed up for the military only to get a free
education, and the deserters who claim
they are suddenly opposed to war. As for
the free-riders, what did they think they
were committing to? A few years of
dress-up?

And for those suddenly opposed, why
did you join in the first place? What exact-
ly are you opposed to? Freeing the Iragis
of a tyrant or just fighting terrorism in gen-
eral? In “Sensitivity to war” (July 16), the
writer said, “Our own leaders can’t fathom
the idea of talking, negotiating, or prob-
lem-solving... .” He’s apparently forgotten
the last 12 years and more of talking, nego-
tiating and problem-solving that had the ef-
fect of numerous attacks against the Unit-
ed states escalating to the devastation of
Sept. 1

I thought we discovered on that day that
we can’t live in a bubble, but must act to
preserve our freedom and our way of life.
These whiners make a mockery of the
noble sacrifice that my husband and thou-
sands of other men and women make will-
ingly every day.

My advice? Shut up, stand up and fight.
Or at the very least, cheer for those who
do.

Janan Welch
Vicenza, Italy

Small travel section

How disappointed I was to see a
pint-sized travel section rather than the ro-
bust travel magazine the last few weeks. If
the travel section contributes to increased
sales of the Thursday edition of the news-
paper, and if budget concerns are driving
this change, why not augment, rather than
decrease, this section in order to bolster
revenues?
Gayle S. Padgett
Heidelberg, Germany
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U.S. must put Iraq’s small arms in its sights

BY RACHEL STOHL

hen the United States turned

over sovereignty to the new gov-

ernment of Iraq last month, it

did so without confronting one
of the most pressing problems facing the
country: the millions of small arms and light
weapons plaguing Iraq’s security and threat-
ening its stability. Excluding small arms
from the long-term security plan is a deadly
mistake.

Since the declared end of major combat
operations in May 2003, an average of one
American has died every day in Iraq, and
more than one-third of these soldiers have
been killed by small arms — revolvers, ri-
fles, pistols and the like. Thousands more
have been injured and some have been un-
able to complete their duties because of the
level of violence and insecurity fueled by
small arms. Moreover, uncounted Iraqi civil-
ians have been killed, wounded, threatened
or terrorized by small arms.

While U.S. policy-makers were consumed
with finding weapons of mass destruction,
mission planners largely ignored the threat
of conventional weapons. Reports estimate
that Iraq has perhaps the fourth-largest sup-
ply of conventional arms in the world. An
embedded reporter in Iraq said military
sources told him this included “3 million
tons of bombs and bullets, millions of
AK-47s and other rifles, rocket launchers
and mortar tubes, and thousands of more so-
phisticated arms like ground-to-air mis-
siles.” The 2004 edition of the Small Arms
Survey estimates that at least 7 million to 8
million small arms have fallen into the
hands of Iragi civilians since the fall of Sadd-
am Hussein last year.

One of the additional challenges in deal-
ing with small arms and light weapons in
Iraq is the 2003 U.S. policy that allows Iraqi
males to keep one weapon. Most have cho-
sen to keep an AK-47 for their personal secu-
rity, but these arms often find their way out
of homes and make their way to the black
market or are used for crime and violence.

To address these myriad problems, the
United States in mid-May undertook an
eight-day gun buyback program in Iraq of-
fering amnesty and cash in return for weap-
ons — for instance, $125 for an AK-47. It dis-
tributed about $350,000 a day to individuals
turning in weapons, from ammunition to sur-
face-to-air missiles.

The effectiveness of this type of program,
however, is questionable. First, Iraqis are
not being required to turn in all their weap-
ons. Second, many are buying weapons on
the black market and turning them in to the
Americans for a profit. There are even credi-
ble reports of Iraqis turning in older weap-
ons in order to buy newer models on the
street. And in some places, such as Karbala,
U.S. troops ran out of money.

The buyback was a symbolic victory, for
some weapons were removed from circula-
tion. But it was an ad hoc and short-term pro-
gram; it did little to increase overall safety
and security, nor did it stymie the black mar-
ket. Moreover, providing the equivalent of a
month’s salary or in some cases a year’s
wages to someone who has illegally pos-
sessed weaponry no doubt fueled resent-
ment and jealousy and created targets for
criminals.

Iragis would benefit more from communi-
ty-based weapon-collection programs and

IF You Would
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symbolic destruction celebrations. Rather
than an individual receiving cash for each
weapon turned in, neighborhoods could re-
ceive services that benefit the entire group
— job training or the building of a post office
or soccer field. With good incentives, such
programs have worked in other nations. In
all cases, the United States must destroy
weapons quickly, preferably in a public dem-
onstration, and securely stockpile those that
have yet to be destroyed.

On June 22, Marine Gen. Peter Pace, vice
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the

House Armed Services Committee that the
United States should “expect more vnolence,
not less, in the immediate weeks ahead.”
Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz
told the same committee that the U.S. had
“underestimated” the threat from insur-
gents in Irag, and that the U.S. military
could keep “a Signiﬁcanl number“ of US.
troops in Iraq for “years to come.” Develop-
ing a coherent, long-term strategy for small
arms is not only prudent, it is lifesaving.
Rachel Stohl is senior analyst at the Center

for Defense Information in Washington. This
column first appeared in the Los Angeles Times.

Many troops are in nations

BY RAJAN MENON
t a congressional hearing July 7,
the Army’s new vice chief of
staff, Gen. Richard A. Cody, an-
swered the rhetorical question of

whether US. military forces were
stretched too thin with a resounding “abso-
lutely.”

It doesn’t take the genius of Clausewitz
to figure out what's obvious: With 135,000
troops assigned to the war in Irag, 17,000
in Afghanistan, 37,500 in South Korea,
47,000 in Japan and 100 000 in Europe, say-
ing that we are overstretched is putting it
mildly. In all, there are 368,900 U.S. troops
in 120 countries.

Some drastic steps have been taken or
are being contemplated to cope with the
pressure.

Nearly 40 percent of the available Nation-
al Guard and Reserve forces have been
tapped for missions in Afghanistan and
Traq.
So-called stop-loss policies have been im-
plemented to prevent soldiers from leaving
units that have received orders to deploy.
The Pentagon has called up 5,600 soldiers
from postactive-duty “retirement.” And
policy wonks have brought up reinstituting
the draft — though, for political reasons,
this effort is unlikely to gain footing.

All of our problems in Iraq cannot be
blamed on insufficient forces — the reli-
ance on 135,000 troops to wage a counterin-
surgency in a country of 25 million people
and an area larger than California. It
doesn’t help that as yet no Iraqi troops with
the numerical strength and training to
serve as true partners have emerged. As
American casualties in Iraq mount, it will
be harder to get people to enlist or re-en-
list. And for those already engaged in com-
bat, insufficient numbers make the inher-
ent risks of war greater still.

Nor are we likely to see a diminished
need for our military’s involvement, al-
though the pre-eminent problem of the cur-
rent world will be not wars among the
major powers but rather upheavals within
weaker states — ethnic conflicts, failed gov-
ernments, humanitarian crises and terror-
ism.

So what is to be done? One obvious step
is to avoid military engagement under the
rubric of “regime change” absent a clear
and present danger. The toppling of the
Taliban, which occurred after that odious
regime refused to turn over the master-
mind behind the 9/11 massacres, met the
standard. But the Iraq war, it is evident by
now, did not.

Another approach is to reassess the mili-
tary commitments inherited from the Cold
War. What precisely are 100,000 U.S.
troops doing in Europe? Against whom is

that can defend themselves

Europe being defended? And why is the Eu-
ropean Union, whose economy and popula-
tion exceed that of the United States, inca-
pable of meeting its own defense needs
now that the days of a war-torn, weak Eu-
rope and the specter of German revan-
chism and Soviet aggression are long gone?

A similar question must be asked in
Japan. Against what threat are 47,000 U.S.
troops defending that country, which, with
a $3.5 trillion economy, spends barely 1
percent of its GNP on defense, compared
with our 3.7 percent? The idea that a
self-sufficient Japan would return to the
imperialism of the 1930s simply won’t
wash anymore.

South Korea, too, can wean itself from its
current reliance on the United States.
True, it faces a real danger from a milita-
rlzed dictatorial and mercurial North
Korea. But it is also one of the world’s fore-

most economic powers, a technological
leader and an industrial giant. It has the
wealth to purchase or to manufacture all of
the weaponry needed for its defense.

The point of such rethinking should not
be to revert to isolationism or even to shuf-
fle military units around. Rather, it should
be part of an effort to cut ourselves loose
from Cold War conceptions, to take stock
of the world we live in now and to make
clearheaded choices about where the new
dangers lie and how we can best face them.

It’s also time that we review what we can
afford to do for others, and what they
should rightly be encouraged to do for
themselves. If we avoid such a recalcula-
tion, we will perpetuate outdated strate-
gies, continue to overextend our military
and persist in the strategic infantilization
of our allies.
Rajan Menon is a professor of international rela-
tlons at Lenioh University n Bethichem. pa. This

Collmn first Appeared n the Los Angelés Times:

Mallard FiIImore
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Mary-Kate to get out

After six weeks at a treatment
facility for a health-related issue,
Mary-] Isen, the brunette
half of the Olsen twins, is “doing
well” and her fans can “expect
her to return home soon,” her
publicist, Michael Pagnotta, said
Tuesday,

The 18-year-old actress has
been reported to be battling an
eating disorder.

People magazine said Tuesday
that Mary-Kate will be released
this weekend, return home to her
family and begin preparing for
college in the fall.

Mary-Kate, and her blond twin
sister, Ashley, turned 18 in June.
They plan to attend New York
University in the fall.

They've been acting together
since they were 9 months old,
most notably on the sitcom “Full
House” and in a series of di-
rect-to-video movies. They've
also attached their names to a
line of products ranging from
clothing to beauty items to home
decorating merchandise.

Their big-screen debut, “New
York Minute,” did poorly at the
box office after its May release.

Director needed

‘Tom Cruise better hope his lat-
est mission is anything but impos-
sible: find a new director for “Mis-
sion: Impossible 3” ASAP.

Cruise, who's starring and
co-producing the spy sequel,
needs to find a new director fast,
now that filmmaker Joe Carnah-
an has bailed
on the
project, cit-
ing the usual
“creative dif-
ferences,” re-
ports E!On-
line.

With pro-
duction  on
the third in-
stallment in
Paramount’s
blockbuster
franchise
scheduled to begin next month,
the 42-year-old Cruise needs to
start working the Rolodex.

Carnahan is the latest filmmak-
er to drop out. “Seven” director
David Fincher had originally
signed to do “M:I 3” but opted out
for another project.

Travolta to tell all?

John Travolta is already an
actor, singer and pilot. Now he
may add “author” to that list, re-
ports MSNBC.com.

The “Pulp Fiction” and “Get
Shorty” star is planning to write a
book about his life, says a source,
and his people have been calling
publishing houses to set up meet-
ings between the star and editors.

The source adds that it’s “high-
Iy unusual” for a star who not too
long ago was reportedly earning
$20 million a movie to write
about his life. “Usually, it’s the
lesser stars or someone in the twi-
light of his career or country and
western stars,” said the source,
who added that it's “unclear”
whether Travolta will address tab-
loid reports that have haunted
him.

“He certainly has an interest-
ing story to tell,” said the source,
who said he was told “not to be
surprised” if Travolta wants to
write about the influence his reli-
gion, Scientology, has had on his
life.

Cruise

From wire services
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Let’s get ready to ogle

There’s no shortage of competitors

BY LYNN ELBER
The Associated Press

MARINA DEL REY, CALIF.
here were twins, two
sets, all very blond.
There were women in
low-cut blouses, high-

cut skirts and enough lip gloss to
put a good shine on a midsize car.

Grunting, groaning and air-
borne bodies were nowhere to be
seen when more than 100 hope-
fuls gathered for World Wrestling
Entertainment’s RAW Diva con-
test.

Instead, mirror space was at a
premium in a ballroom of the sea-
side Ritz-Carlton Hotel as the
women meticulously primped for
interviews and photos.

A perfumed cloud lingered
heavily in the restroom.

“Wow, you can sure smell a lot
of hair products in here,” one
would-be diva marveled.

It's sweetness,
not sweat,
WWE  wants
in the winner
who will get
a

ming  block
will decide the
outcome  over
the next two
months.
Tryouts also
were held in

yielding a field
of 28 contes-
tants who were
winnowed to 10
finalists on a
live special that
aired last week

trash and flash, going soft?

No, just trying to gradually
class up its act, said Kevin Dunn,
WWE executive vice president of
television production.

“It's easy to go lowbrow,” he
said. “That’s not where we're
going with our product in general,
or this search. We'll be fighting
our image for 50 years, because
there’s 50 years [of tradition] be-
fore us, and we understand that.”

Of the future diva, he said, “We
want someone we can put on a
pedestal here and who can repre-
sent the WWE in a classy — I
wouldn’t say sophisticated — but
aclassy, nice manner.”

What she will actually do re-
‘mains to be defined.

The diva doesn’t need to wres-
tle but could if she wanted. She
might become an announcer, a
global WWE representative or a
“character” in the WWE family
that includes wrestlers Triple H,
John Cena and Torrie Wilson.

“Our show is entertainment
and this woman will have what it
takes to entertain our fans,” said
Lisa Lee, WWE director of global
television business affairs. “We
can work with her to develop and
showcase that ability in a number
of ways.”

Through telephone and In-
ternet voting, viewers will

dump one contestant each
week until three are left. The
winner will be chosen on the
Sept. 13 installment ~ of
“RAW.

Weekly competitions, yet
to be designed, will help
viewers decide the most
diva-esque  individual.
Really skimpy attire also

will help guide the audi-

ence in its deci-
sion-making.

Contestants, trying

to cover all bases, tossed

a grab bag of credentials
at judges in the tryouts. Up
to 7,000 women responded

to the open call for diva appli-
cants; only a few hundred
made the semifinal cut.

AP photos

Brandi Michelle Bourgon, center, and other women competing for a
$250,000 contract with World Wrestling Entertaiment prepare for the
WWE'’s RAW Diva contest at the Ritz Carlton Hotel in the Marina Del
Rey area of Los Angeles earlier this month.

wear, toothpaste and Pampers.

Twins Julia and Chandra Cos-
tello, whose credits include serv-
ing as original “juggy dancers” on
“The Man Show,” both made the
cut. Kimmy and Amy Brown, the
other Los Angeles-area twin set,

gal, who tried out with friend
Heather Tindell. “They're look-
ing for a host and that's what we
like to do.”

Although not a wrestling fan, “I
could easily turn into one,” offers
McDougal, a model, actress and
the 1998 Playmate of the Year.
Her host credits include “E! Wild
On” and Playboy TV.

McDougal’s age? “Next ques-
tion.”

&k Our show is
entertainment
and this woman
will have what it

A few out-of-towners came to
this diva search, but the
pre-screened group was mostly a
familiar Los Angeles mix drawn

takes to to yet another chance for fame
entertain A e g, ey reauired,
our fans. ¥y “Right now, 'm just doing the
B L.A. thing,” said Tiffany Holliday,

Lisa Lee

a former Playboy bunny who
could be kin to Pamela Anderson
and who was urged by a “fan in
Texas” to try out.

WWE director of global
television business affairs

July 15 on Jennifer R. Lopez (not THAT
Spike. ;
I i J Lo, as far as we know) listed a
s wrestling, Victory in the Hawaiian Tropic
long seen as a

modeling contest and talents in-
cluding “bellydancing, cartoon
voices, stabs a knife through her
fingers very fast.” A finalist? Yes!

Carmella DeCesare, another fi-
nalist, was Playboy.com’s Febru-
ary 2003 Cyber Girl of the Month
and 2004 Playmate of the Year.
She also appeared in ads for swim-

bastion  of

Nina Hardin competes for the
title of Diva and a $250,000
contract with World Wrestling
Entertaiment.

were cruelly divided: Kimmy is
in, her sister is out.

In a promotional spot for the
diva contest included in last Mon-
day’s “RAW,” one twin, presum-
ably the loser, was seen softly
weeping. Turns out there is cry-
ing in wrestling.

More than a bruised ego is at
stake. There’s the money and ex-
posure that could lead to ... well,
that’s anybody’s guess.

“RAW” is consistently the
top-rated series on ad-supported
cable, attracting up to 7 million
weekly viewers, although many
contestants were unfamiliar with
the show or sport.

“It's not about wrestling for
me,” said finalist Karen McDou-

After living at Hugh Hefner’s
mansion for two years, she fig-
ures: “I think I've been in training
for this. I think I can definitely
handle it.”

She didn’t make the finals, but
Holliday has bigger dreams: the
novel she’s writing and the screen-
play she hopes will follow.

Willowy model-actress Nina
Hardin professed a longtime love
of wrestling (“I grew up watching
Hulk Hogan”) and said the
money and chance to get on TV
were equally appealing.

One of the finalists, Hardin is
ready for wherever divahood
might take her.

“P'm up to any possibility, any
opportunity. 'm a spontaneous,
fun type of girl. Its all good.”
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Horoscope

The sun enters Leo, the sign of
drama, passion, generosity and
childlike bravado. You'll feel the
fire-sign energy swell —
there’s so much to do in
only a few hours, but some-
how, the impossible seems
possible. Go with the bright,
almost overzealous impulse
to please. Everyone is trying
to impress, so the extra
effort will be endearing.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(uly 22). You're pushing
yourself to do more than
ever this year, and as a
result, you will finally feel
that you're ahead of the
game. Place a high price on your
services now, or ask for a raise —
you'll be paid what you request.
Seize the opportunity to travel in
September, and you'll probably
need a passport! Singles find love at
reunions or through old friends.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You won't get through all of things
you wanted to do today, but there’s
no need to punish yourself or get
dramatic. The truth is that you con-
sistently set your goals higher than
you know you can achieve.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You're perpetually striving to make
your work more effective and rele-
vant. Your style of accomplishing
this is different from that of those just
above you. Meld with the current
flow. Casual interviews help you see
the whole picture.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You're focused on and affected by
your surroundings. It seems you
can't always choose them (or can
you?), but you can choose how you
deal with them. A gentle but firm
approach prevents you from overobli-
gating your time.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You'll be feeling sentimental but are
better off cutting attachments to the
past. You can move forward easily if
you decide to embrace what's new.
The more ambitious a project, the
more likely you are to accomplish t.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Feeling
creatively blocked? There are ways
around it. Try to see your work as a
rational, purposeful activity that you

Joyce lillson

control instead of some invisible
influence that magically moves
through you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Planets are challenging your ability
to remain secure in the face of
temptation. You may struggle with

your own compulsive
behaviors, but in this
struggle, you are perfect-
ing your habits. With
consistent effort, you will
prevail

LIBRA (Sept.
23-0ct. 23). You've got
uncommon talents, so
encourage them. You'll
know you're making
progress when people of
a certain community seek
your opinions and in-
sights — and it feels wonderful to be
accepted by the group,

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Don't be shy — get into the center of
things! The closer you are to the
meat of the matter, the more you'll
understand the truth of what's going
on, and the more effective you'l be.
Friends want to rise to your stan-
dard.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). The lines that define different
kinds of love get blurry. You might
find yourself asking why you've set
up so many restrictions in relation-
ships. Maybe it suddenly seems just
fine to be friends with your ex-love.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You'll be amazed how many
people really believe in your ability
— but it's not amazing at all. Work
on fortifying your own belief in what
you do. Meanwhile, the world seems
to expect you to create on demand.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Competition is a tremendous motiva-
tor. But treats and fun can also be
effective motivators! Socialize, and
make contacts that can help your
financial future. Attendance at a
social function begins a popularity
cycle.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Optimism is in short supply, so if
you've got it, share it with everyone
around! Luck comes when you
reach out to people who are very
different from you. Happiness is
learning about someone else’s
culture and trying things their way.

Creators Syndicate
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THE RECIPE SAYS.
To BAKE THE
COOKIES N A

350-DEGREE OVEN

FOR 14 MINUTES.

v

Foxtrot

Do THEY MEAN
350 DEGREES
FAHRENHEIT, OR
350 DEGREES.

MAYBE THEY
o= WANT You To
350 DEGREES ROTATE THE OVEN _ BE
KELVINZ || 305t sey oF &
| | Fuu crele.

l

/A STEP-BY-STEP HOME
UNPRVEMENT COURSE .

TAKE ALL POWER
TOOLS AWAY FrRom

\  voue tussano

Baby Blues

Spider Man

WHY 5O
GUIET,
HONEYZ

ASTOR)

Blondie

| wom wa

"

5| anE Rz JuekT DR Frn
cR

775 A WID 1 VEAH, JUST

THE FERAL EMPLOYEE

I'M TAKING A CHANCE
BY HIRING YOU. DON
MAKE ME REGRET IT

Dilbert

¥ you roreor
BN T
AGAIN, DIPN'T You 2/

Hagar

T

TODAY, ONE OF MY
SEASONED PROFESSION-
ALS WILL TEACH YOU
TO USE INDOOR
PLUMBING .

LOOK! LOOK AT ME!
THE NEWSPAPER TUCKS
UNDER THE ARM!

You JUsT HAVE 7O
KNOW WHAT 70 2AY/

CATS ALWAYS KNOW WE MOUNT MINIATURE
WHEN IT'6 TIME FOR CLOSED-CIRCUIT VIPEQ
DINNER CAMERAS IN THE BOTTOMS

UR FOOP DISHES

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across 58 Does 24 Six-pack
1 Dwelling, in alterations muscles
2 25 Bud's partner
5 ts(i:?h/;wgon Down 26 Platters hit
8 Urban legend 1 Grouch 28 Hwy.
12 Risque 2 — -attat 29 TV oldie
13 Prior night 3 Object of starring Wilford
14 Silver salmon worship Brimley
15 Covering 4 Get around 30 Prot. or Cath.
16 Reuben holder 5 1989 Tom 31 Indispensable
17 “Where Selleck movie 36 Analyzed
America's 6 Wall climber grammatically
Day Begins” 7 Consider 37 Caustic
18 Cereal 8 Dr. Phil solution
enhancer 9 Elton John's first 38 Overturns
20 “Tuesdays Top-10 hit 41 Performing
With 10 Siamese 42 “Pygmalion”
22 Scale member 11 Baserunner’s playwright
23 Existed ol 43 Head light
24 Charitable 19 “How could 44 0(d fogy
donation you even ask 46 Sported
such a thing?!” 47 Declare
7 S el 21 On one's — 48 Chatters
32 Tarzan's son (independent) 51 Disencumber
33 g/fmmeas‘ Answer to Previous Puzzle
35 Provider
38 Pre-swan
39 Shaft of light
40 Short flight
42 Didn't
withhold
45 Unilateral
49 “Airplane!”
actor Robert
50 Tulsa sch.
52 Exploding star
53 Sheltered
54 Affront (S1.)
55 Letslip
56 Information
57 Keatsian
verse
7-22 CRYPTOQUIP
§SXZJ PXZ QZBVKZ LKRBGZC
CZVKKW QMRKZU R L B W
GVPXCMMB LNLZA, N
PXCZVPZIJZU PM AZSZC.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHY CAN'T ANY
PANHANDLERS PEDDLE SWISS AND BRIE?
BEGGARS CAN’T BE CHEESERS!

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals R
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Stepchildren must be accepted

Dear Abby: “Unwilling Step-
‘mother in New Mexico” told you
she “can’t stand” her fiance’s
3-year-old daughter and knows
she will be forced to care for the
child because the mother doesn’t
want her.

“Unwilling” should do
all three of them a huge
favor and end the rela-
tionship. T married a man
two years ago, when my
sons were 19 and 21. He
had no children of his
own and assured me he
would accept mine uncon-
ditionally.

Now Iam conatantly
berated for not “putting
him first” or consulting
him each and every time
1 want to spend time with
‘my sons or help them.
I'm heartsick that I didn’t see
this before I married him.

If “Unwilling” has any doubts,
she should not go through with
the marriage. I am seriously
contemplating divorce because I
see no other option.

— Fooled in Texas

Dear Abby

Dear Fooled: I advised “Unwill-
ing” that unless she can accept
her fiance and his daughter as a
package deal and learn to love
the little girl, that marriage
would be a disservice to all of
them. Thank you for adding the
voice of experience. Read on:

Dear Abby: “Unwill-
ing Stepmother” seems
to be more like a child
than an adult. When
she became serious
with her fiance, how
could she not realize
that his little girl would
be a big part of her life?
“Unwilling” needs
serious family counsel-
ing, or to get out of
there. She also seems
to have no clue about
child development. Most
3-year-olds have a very self-cen-
tered view of life. They must be
lovingly taught to become giving
as they grow.

I'married a man with two
children eight years ago. As part
of our marriage vows, I promised

to love his children as my own. It
wasn't easy, but today I am reap-
ing the rewards of having two
wonderful stepchildren and one
biological child. I became very ill
after the baby was born, and who
do you think was always there to
help? Yes — both of my stepchil-
dren. I love them as my own and
could not imagine life without
them.
— Disgusted in California

Dear Disgusted: You have
made some excellent points in
your letter. However, for family
counseling to work, all parties
have to be honest with each

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
ol those Tour Jumblos, . T.808500 05 have boon DISCONTIUED
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

POUCE

Only 36 easy payments of
$400 2 month

I can't make
up my mind

€2004 Tribune Media
All Rights Reserved.

PIDEB

L1 LX)

JASTUD

ervices, Inc

other and willing to
“Unwilling” would be the little
one’s primary caregiver — and
her mind seemed pretty well
made up. Her question was
whether she should level with

her fiance about her feelings and
tell him she’s leaving — or wait
for him to figure out how she felt
and give her her walking papers.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number - should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
£o5 Angeles CA 50065. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

BUYING A NEW
CAR LEFT HM-—

wreumbie.com
BARJEB
74 Y 7
000000,
NA A NN AN A A
(Answers lomorrow)

CHICK ALBUM ENCORE ANSWER

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.

Jumbles:

Universal Press Syndicate

Staying with ex-in-laws can be avoided

Dear An am
having a conflict with my
ex-husband’s parents.
My children and I plan to
take a vacation near their
home, and Grandma and
Grandpa want us to stay
with them. I am not
comfortable with this, as
they continue to support
their son in his choice of
an unhealthy lifestyle
(alcohol and drugs),
which is damaging and
unsafe for our children to be
around.

I know they want to see their
grandchildren, but T want my
kids to be protected from their
unhealthy influence. What
should I do?

— Confused in California

Dear Confused: You do not
have to stay with the ex-in-laws in
order for the children to see their
grandparents, under your supervi-
sion, for a short time. Simply
thank them for their generous
offer, tell them you already have
reservations elsewhere (make
sure you do), and ask when it
would be convenient to visit.

Annie’s Mailbox Dear Annie: 1 read

the letter from
“Against Guns in
Lawrence, Kan.,” who
is concerned about her
child being invited to
the homes of playmates
whose parents own
guns. I agree that par-
ents have the duty to
set limits for their
children. The problem
is, how do you know if
the parents have guns?
Please tell “Lawrence” to teach
her children what to do if they
encounter a gun. Encourage her
to enroll her children in the
NRA'’s Eddie Eagle program,
which teaches children who see

un:
M Don’t touch it.
Leave the area.

B Go tell an adult.

These rules work. I know,
because besides being a father of
a7-year-old, I also am a police
officer with 17 years’ experience.

— S.M., Police Officer, North
Carolina

Dear Officer: Several readers

recommended a gun safety pro-

gram, and we cannot argue with
the logic of teaching children how
to protect themselves. Nonethe-
less, parents should know all they
can about their children’s play
environment. Here's one more:

Dear Annie: 1am writing to
thank you for your thoughtful
response to “Against Guns in
Lawrence, Kan.” I applaud her
for being aware that her son’s
playmate’s family has a gun. So
many of us, unfortunately, don’t
ask. We don’t think to do so or
aren’t comfortable bringing up
the topic. But more than 40 per-
cent of American homes with
children also contain guns. In 25
percent of these homes, guns are
kept loaded and unlocked. Ask-
ing can save lives.

— Shikha Hamilton, National
Spokesmom, Million Mom March
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Anmic’s Mailboe, /0 Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate
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Pro soccer

Major League Soccer
Eastern Conference
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DC. United 56621 23
Cofumbus 558521 17
hicago 2671918 2
New Englang 48517 20 26
stern Conference
Los Angeles 955 1 2%
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Charlotte 10010 500 1
Detroit 1 12 @8 2
Washington e
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Los Angeles 17 68 -
Seattle 1307 0 1
innesot L o9 m
Sacramento 1011 a6 W
uston 10 17 45
Phoenix 8 12 40 b
san Antonio T

S
New York g Charloite 74, OF
gdnesday's games

2
5
2;
303!
H

er
Washington at Los Angeles
's games
Indiana at Seatt
A S e necticut
Phoenix at Sacramento
Minnesota at

Houston at Los Angeles

Cycling
Tour de France

Wednesday
At LAlpe d'Huez, France
Stage.
9:63-mile individual time tial
cé Armstrong, United States, Us Post-
aBeRy Fioor 35 miutesdl Seconds,
2. Jan Ullrich, Germany, T-Mobile Team, 1

in
s, Kioden,  Germany, T-Mobile
. Jose. HAzead portugal, Us Postal-Berry

7
et

5. Santos Gonzalez, Spain, Phonak Hearing
systems, 221, i
useppe Guerini taly, T-Mobile Team,

same ti
ladimir Karpets, Russia, lles Balears-B.
santander, 2:15.

8. Ivan Basso, Italy, Te

S David Moncoutic, rrance Eofais credit
Par Telephone,

10. Carlos Sastre. Sram ‘Team CSC, 2:27.

B

(
1 Lance Armstrong. umtea States, US Post-
a Berry Floor, 67 hours, 53 minutes, 24 sec-

2. Ivan Basso. taly, Team CSC, 3 minutes,
48 seconds benin
e Wien, Germany, T-Mobile
Team, 503 behind:
2. Jan Ulirich, Germany, T-Mobile Team,

. Jose Azevedo, Portugal, US Postal-Berry
Floor, :19,
6. Francisco Mancebo, Spain, llles Bale-
ars-B, Santander, 6:20
Geor3 Totschnig, Austra, Gerolsteiner,

& Carlos Sastre, Spain, Team CSC, 13:52,
Bietro Caucchioll, Italy, Alessio-Bianc

10."Levi Leipheimer, United States, Ra-
bobank, 15:04.

LPGA Evian Masters
Wednesday
At Dnmalne du Royal Club
n, Fré am:e

Yardage: st‘z. par. TS te36)
mateur

Laura Davies 232
Lliatt rooky 7%
Annika Sorenstam 2-

52
¥

iy War -
Catrin Nilsmark -
aula Marti x
Grace Park -
Cristie Kerr -
tben Tinning .
Se Ri Pal %

EfLabeh esterl
Georgina Simpson

rg.
Shem Slemhauer
Michele redrm
Lorie Kang

Krine lcher

siacy prammanasudn
Hilary Lunke

atascha Fink
Ann-Harie Knignt
Shi Hyun Ahn
Jeong Jan

Trish Johns
Marlene Hedblom
Shani Waugh

Candie Kung

Sophie Gustafson
Cecilia Ekelundh ..

T T

ie-Laure De Lorenzi 44—
Gina Scott 39—
Jennifer Rosales

Karrie Webb

Tennis

RCA Championships
Tuesday ‘
At The Indianapolis I=m||s Center
oliz
Purse: SGMM’IMI.SEI’[&S)
‘Surface: Hard-

25t

First Round
Karol Beck, S\uvakm,def mer oelic unt-
ed States, 6-1,

Ivo Karlovic, Croatia. def. Brian Vahaly,
United States, 5-7, 63,
Julien Jeanpiere, France, def. Gills Else-

nect. Belarin:

Michel Kramcnvu Sw\tzer\and‘ def. Jan
vacek, Cze I

Jan é i de,
Janhnichaer Eambil, Onited States, 64,56
retirech.

Todd Reid, éus(rﬂ(l\a. def, Michael Llodra,

France, fire
Rik De uth Africa, def. Wayne
urs. Ausiralm 75065 61

Sebas! aynag, France, def. Ant-
ony Bipuie: rance:
eff Morrison, | Siited Siates, def. Julen

Bénneteau, Franice, 6-4, 7-6 (6)

m okun, Tetacl, de. en-Hsun Lu,

Taipei, 6-3,

Fabrice samom, France, def. Hyung:Taik

Lee, Korea, &

regory Car Carraz Francc, def. Sargis Sarg-
sigpRoen
Wex Bogomoion. Ir, United states, def.
Kenneth Carlsen, Denriark, 6-
ond Round
parador Srichaghan' (4), Tha\land‘ def.
Thierry Ascione, France, 7-6 (4), 6-1,
an’ Liubicic: (10) Croatia, def. Rajeev
Ram, United States, 6-2,6-3.

Palermo International

2 e
epubiic,
b

Tuesday

At Country Time club
al

Purse:

ity clar-ouldn:r)

und
oneuaserrazanem, Ttaly, def. Lubomi-
ra Kumaj‘cova (6), Slovakla, 7:5, 3:6, 6-2.
nchita Martinez Granados, Spain, def.
Giglia Casoni. faly. 63, 6.
na-Lena’ Groénefeld, Gen def.
Melinda Czink (7 Hungarl, &4 it
achdwska, Poland, def. Anasta-
sia Yakimova, Belar
Delia Sescmreanu, Romania,
Grande, Italy, 6-3, 6-3.
Bre Koukalova, (0, Czech Repubiic, def.
Darija Jurak, Croatia, -5, 2:6, 6-4.
Yullana Fédak, Ukfaind, déf. Séverine sel-
wame, ance. 61,

def. Rita

agyova,  Slovalda
fkephame Conen-Aiore, France. 6.3

def.
21, res

uelle Gaglardi, Switzerand, def.
NG Lingosters Vs Spam e,
Roberta Vinc,taly, et Julla Schru, Ger-
any, 6

S imi Carvanova (8), Slovakia, def. San-
drine Testud, France, 6-4, 76 (2).

Flavia Pennetta (5), italy, def. Mervana
Jugic-Salkic, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 76 (1)

P Morgan Chase Open

esday
AtThe Home Daot Center
|2 ﬂs’ssggbgoﬂr'her 0}
urse:
iard-Outdoo

aoes

Amy Frazier <15), umled Sates,det. Alina
Jidkova, Russia.

inova-Pistolesi_(10), Israel,

S
def. Virginia Ruano bascual. Spain, 62,6
Austria, "def.

S b

ol Bratt Austpalia detPetra Mandula,

ungary, 0, 7

la Hantuchova, Slovakia, def. Cara

Black, Zimbabwe, 6.2 6-4.

Eleri Daniilidou, Gréece; def. Teryn Ashley,
United States, 46,6

Maria Vento-Kabehi
Ia Dulko, Argentina, 6-2

Elena Likhovtseva, Russia, def. Vilmarie
castely PuertoRic6, ¢3,67,

Iveta Benesova, Czech riegumvc def. Amg-

fenezuela, def. Gise-

fe Montenegro
feghann Shaugfinessy (16). Unite Skt

6(2), 6
Pauy Schnyder 0% swuzerland de' Lind-
say Lee-Waters, Unit

Elena Dementieva (4), Russia, def. Lilia Os-
teflon United States, 64, 63,
Wiiams (3, United Statgs, def. Ash-
ley FRYRIET0R0: Urted States, b ot
adia petrova (7). Russia, . Jéssica Kirk-
land, United States, 6-2, 6-3.

Cmatla Open

AtThe Imemlllnnal ‘enms Center
yma
pusse: wl. i

Jiri Novak (@), tzech Repuhhm def. Ruben
al

mirez Hidalgo ?

Fla . Yol . stanisias

Wasika. S

Christophe Rochus Belgmm‘del Jose Aca-
suso, Argent

B votand () I(aw def, Novak Djok-
ovic, Serbia-Montenero, 7-6 (5), 6-1.

Alex Calatrava, §
quale, France, 6-4, 6-

ain, def. Konsad i pas-

Carlos Moya (1), Spain, def. Roko Karanu-
sic, Croatia, 6-4, 6-4.

Aberto Marth (5}, Spajn, def. Jerome Gol-
mard, France,

Tormas Zib, Czcch hepubnc, def. Igor An-
dreev (3), Russia, 6-3, 6-4.

Eiliching Sanis @) Algentina, def. Oliv-
er Patience, France, 63,

Generall lJpen

At anhuhelu Tem
buhel, Aus

s Club

llrse. Gold)
Surface; bla?( oy Oundoor

st Round
Italy, def. Marc Lopez,

adek Stepanek, Czech Republic, def,
paner Girmens-Traver, spain, o7 (. 9:5. 76
Stefan Koubek, Austria, def. Marc Rosset,

Switzerland, 6-3, 6-0.
def. Michal Tabara,

Andreas Sepp, Italy,
Czech Republic, 1-6 (

Luis Horna, (7 Sefts 8ot Alejandro Fall,
Cojombia, ' (3 75 @.
chater Aira, 6.3, 030,

Monaco: Argentina, def. David Ferrer

fef. Werner Es-

D
Rorbatigyer &), Germany, def. Peter Luz-
cak, Australia, 6-2, 6-4.

Military

Army-Europe
goll champlonshlps
RSHEIM, Ger

ua;“auer e SsCne o ofthe hree oy,
le, medal-play Army-Europe golf cham-
pionshipson e par- 77 Hetdelerg Golf Club
open 7 yards;
SmJeE"ls semors‘ iS5 517 yards and women's is
Men'’s open

Jeffrey Hallauer P

Chrlsmrher Barti
Nichael Staniey

isi
Guadalupe Vasauez
Timothy Arett

Duncan Hardcastle

G tantuatro
Missed the cut
Jami

e Long
Michael Lenander
cl

1
Kevin Wanshon bt

o1
Gabriel Disbrow. 10;
Kenneth Richards o

Jeirey Woodw, 73-5Q
a3 Soniors (5 years and older)
Earl Goin 75-78-153
Thomas Saxen 82-86-168
Thomas X

Ingrid Estores 90-99-189
ioteworthy — Thursday’s final round
starts at 8 a.m,

Little League

Ramstein Big Leaguers
take top seed in semis

RAMSTEIN AB, Germany — Dustin Linger
picked up his second victory of the tourna-

ment Wednesday as Hhe Réms tein Amerl
cans claimed the uE seed for Thursday's
semmnals i Litie League B senare Hio

Lea 'p (and Africa Re-
mna\ ﬂuah ymgtoumamentwl ith an 8-2 vic-
ory over the Netherlands,
Linger and J

lo homers for

S9aim, eyl 2 th Aus-
ma Netherlands game at noon Friday for
ert

ey awg e W aresn 2asey,
S.C., July 30-Aug. .

ANK MCNAMARA

FINE HUNDRED STEPHEN KING

LET'S NOT BE 00
HRSTY O REFUND
000 TICKETS. . .

Armstrong
wins stage,
extends
lead in Tour

BY JOHN LEICESTER
The Associated Press

L’ALPE D'HUEZ, France —
Riding through a frenzied sea of
fans, Lance Armstrong dominat-
ed his rivals Wednesday and ex-
tended his overall lead in the
Tour de France by winning a
time trial high in the Alps.

The five-time champion fin-
ished the 9.6-mile climb through
21 hairpin turns to the L’Alpe
d’Huez ski station in 39 minutes,
41 seconds — the only rider
under 40 minutes. It was the first
time Tour organizers set up an in-
dividual race against the clock on
the legendary climb.

“I wanted it bad because of the
history around this mountain and
the importance to the race. All in
all, it was a very important day,”
Armstrong said. “Lots of emotion,
lots of adrenaline.”

He was 61 seconds faster than
second-place Jan Ullrich and ac-
tually passed his closest challeng-
er, Ivan Basso, even though the
Italian started two minutes ahead
of the Texan.

“Lance is strong in the moun-
tains,” acknowledged Basso, who
was eighth Wednesday, 2:23 be-
hind, and now trails by 3:48 in the
overall standings.

Armstrong said he was sur-
prised Basso lost so much time,
adding: “It’s still a tight race. I
knew I had to be good.”

It was Armstrong’s second con-
secutive stage victory, third dur-
ing this Tour, and 19th of his ca-
reer, plus two team time trials. At
this point, seemingly only a disas-
ter would stand in the way of a
record sixth straight title when
the cycling marathon ends in
Paris on Sunday.

Behind Basso, Andreas Kloden
is third overall, 5:03 back, after ar-
riving third Wednesday, 1:41 be-
hind Armstrong. His teammate
Ullrich — the 1997 champion and
five-time runner-up — is fourth
overall, 7:55 off Armstrong’s
pace.

Last year, Armstrong finished
just 1:01 ahead of Ullrich, by far
the Texan's narrowest winning
margin since he came back from
cancer to win his first Tour in
1999.

No one came close to Arm-
strong’s performance Wednes-
day. Wearing black shoes, black
socks and his coveted yellow jer-
sey, which he reclaimed by win-
ning Tuesday’s first stage in the
Alps, Armstrong was relentless.
Despite the steep climb, he rode
at an average speed of 14.5 mph.

As overall leader, Armstrong
had the advantage of being the
last of the 157 cyclists to start the
race against the clock. That en-
abled Armstrong to measure him-
self against his opponents — nota-
bly Basso — as he climbed.
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Indians extend home-run binge vs. Angels

Hafner belts three of hard-hitting Cleveland’s six longballs in 14-5 rout

The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Travis
Hafner hated to leave Anaheim
so much, he was the last guy out
of the shower in the Cleveland In-
dians’ clubhouse.

Hafner hit three homers to
match a major league record with
five in two games, leading the In-
dians to a 14-5 rout of the Ana-
heim Angels on Tuesday.

“Hitting three home runs is
pretty special because it doesn’t
happen very often — especially to
me,” said Hafner, who had a
three-homer game in Double-A
ball and another in college. “I
guess I can enjoy this one on the
plane ride.”

Hafner, who went deep in the
third, fifth and ninth, was the sec-
ond player to hit three home runs
Tuesday, joining St. Louis slugger
Albert Pujols.

He had two homers and five
RBIs in Monday night's 8- victo-

ry — including a go-ahead,
three-run shot in the 10th against
Troy Percival.

“This is just a place that 'm re-
ally comfortable playing in and
it’s got a good backdrop,” Hafner
said. “I see the ball pretty good
here and I was able to put some
good swings on the ball.”
Hafner’s six RBIs gave him 11
in the two-game series, tying Earl
Averill’s franchise record for a
two-game span. Averill did itin a

That day, Sammy Sosa connect-

was Manny Ramirez, on Sept.

Cleveland hit

ing home run
, Calif. Hafner hit three home runs for 6 RBIs as the
Indians defeated the Angels 14-5. Hafner has drlven in 11 runs in the past two games.

six  Tuesday

Hafner raised his home run
total this season to 17, three more
than he hit as a rookle last year.
His two drives off Jarrod Wash-
burn (10-5) and a solo shot in the
ninth against Francisco Rodrigu-
ez made him the seventh player
to hit three homers in a game this
season.

“I don’t think Travis is a streak
hitter,” McDonald said.

“I've been watching his at-bats
all year, so I've seen his patience
at the plate, the pitches he swings
at and the pitches he doesn’t
swing at.

“He’s hit a lot of balls hard and
made a lot of solid outs, so he’s
been a very consistent hitter all
year. He’s definitely a big lift in
the middle of our lineup, and he
lifts the guys around him.”

All-Star Jake Westbrook (7-5)
won for the first time in seven
starts since June 14, when he beat
Baltimore 14-0 with a four-hitter.
The right-hander was charged
with five runs and 10 hits in
seven-plus innings after being
staked to a 10-1 lead through six.

“It helps a lot because it allows
you to go after guys and be aggres-
sive, which is the way I like to
pltch anyway,” Westbrook said.

‘ashburn allowed 10 runs —
nme ezrned — a ca-
reer-worst 13 hits in 5'/ innings.
It was the second time in four
starts that the left-hander gave up
four home runs. The Oakland Ath-

doubleheader against the Wash-
ington Senators on Sept. 17, 1930.

The last time two major league
players hit three homers on the
same day was Aug. 10, 2002, ac-
cording to the Elias Sports Bu-
reau.

ed three times for the Chicago
Cubs at Coors Field, and Philadel-
phia’s Mike Lieberthal did it in
Los Angeles.

Twenty-six players have hit
five homers in a two-game span.
The last Cleveland player to do it

15-16, 1998.

It was the second three-homer
game by an Indians player this
season. Victor Martinez did it Fri-
day at Seattle, when Cleveland
tied a franchise mark with eight
home runs.

against the Angels, including solo
shots by John McDonald and
Coco Crisp and a three-run drive
by Martinez in the eighth. The In-
dians have homered in a sea-
son-high eight straight games and
have hit 23 during this stretch.

letics did it against him July 1in a
7-3 victory — also a day game.

“You shake your head, try to
laugh it off and worry about the
next one,” Washburn said. “It’s
not hard to forget about some-
thing like this.”

A’s break through after Harden, Bush trade zeros

The Associated Press

walks  while

out six. The

Red Sox 9, Mariners 7: Manny Ramirez
and David Ortiz hit consecutive homers to

OAKLAND, Calif. — Dave Bush and
Rich Harden seemed capable of trading
scoreless innings forever.

But Damian Miller is a decade older and
a good bit wiser than both young starting
pitchers, and he doesn’t have that kind of
time.

Miller broke up Bush’s no-hit bid in the
eighth, then won the game with a

bases-loaded single in

the 14th inning of the

Oakland Athletics’ 1-0

AL victory over the Toron-

to Blue Jays on Tues-
Roundup v

&

Bush and Harden al-

lowed one hit apiece

through eight innings, but the game

stretched on long after the duel between

promising young right-handers ended in a

draw. Instead, it was decided by Harden’s

34-year-old catcher, who punctuated his re-

surgent season with the two biggest hits in
a game dominated hy pitching.

“At [that] point in the game, you just
want to get on with it,” Miller said of his
eighth-inning single. “I felt I had a pretty
good day blocking the plate, a couple of
hits. I'm tired. I'm really tired, now that
I'm thmkmg about it, and I have to play to-
morrow.

When Miller finally got back to his lock-
er, there were two beers waiting on his
chair — courtesy of manager Ken Macha,

Toronto's David Bush took a no-hitter into
the eighth inning, when he gave up a single
to Damian Miller. The Athletics won 1-0.

after Miller jokingly asked for some re-
freshment during the game.

“I got service from the manager today,”
he said. “That doesn’t happen often.”

Jermaine Dye led off the 14th with a sin-
gle off Justin Speier (2-6), Toronto’s sixth
pitcher. After a sacrifice bunt and two
walks, Miller singled to nearly the same
spot as his eighth-inning single to left.

It was Oakland’s longest 1-0 game since
1986, but the extra innings weren’t nearly
as impressive as the first eight.

Bush was spectacular in his third major
league start, allowing one hit and three

24-year-old Pittsburgh native was recalled
from Triple-A Syracuse on July 2 to take
the rotation spot of struggling Pat Hentgen.

“For the most part, I was throwing
strikes to both sides of the plate,” Bush
said. “In the fourth or fifth inning, I started
thinking zboul [a no-hitter]. I knew what
was going on.”

But Harden matched Bush, yielding two
hits and three walks while striking out
eight in 843 innings — the longest start of
his career.

“I'was in a pretty good rhythm,” Harden
said. “I was able to make my pitches. It's
good to fare well against those guys.”

Justin Lehr (1-1) escaped a bases-loaded
Jjam with one out in the 12th and retired the
side in order in the 13th and 14th, earning
his first major league win as the teams
split a two-game series.

Yankees 4, Devil 2: Gary Shef-
field hit his 397th homer and drove in three
runs at Tropicana Field, backing Jose Con-
treras, who won his fourth straight deci-
sion since being reunited with his wife and
children from Cuba last month.

Contreras (8-3) allowed two runs and
four hits in seven innings to beat Victor
Zambrano (9-6) for the second time in 12
days.

Mariano Rivera got his AL-leading 34th
save in 35 chances and moved within one
of Rick Aguilera for 10th place on the ca-
reer list with 317.

key Boston’s eight-run fourth inning in Se-
attle.
Derek Lowe (8-9) gave up four runs and
nine hits in five i innings. Keith Foulke, who
pitched two innings the previous mght got
three outs for his 15th save in 20 chances.
Orioles 12, Royals 3: Karim Garcia
began his second stint with Baltimore with
two home runs and five RBIs, and the visit-
ing Orioles tied a club record with 11
extra-base hits against Kansas City.
Garcia, acquired Monday from the New
York Mets for reliever Mike DeJean, was
0-for-16 in eight games for the Orioles in

Mlguel Tejada, Larry Bigbie and Rohen
Machado also homered for Baltime

Twins 5, Tigers 4 (10): Jacque Jones
homered and drove in the go-ahead run
with a sacrifice fly in the 10th inning.

Justin Morneau also homered for the
Twins, who swept the two-game series in
Detroit after losing six of their previous
seven games.

Rangers 6, White Sox 4: Rod Barajas
broke a tie with a two-run double, and
‘Gary Matthews Jr. homered in the eighth
inning at Ameriquest Field in Arlington to
give Texas its fifth win in six games.

Chicago got home runs from Paul Koner-
ko, Jose Valentin and Carlos Lee but
dropped out of first place in the AL Cen-
tral, a half-game behind Minnesota.
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Puiols’

His three HRs |
boost Cards

to improbable

win at Wrigley

BY RICK GANO
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Albert Pujols
winked his approval at a ninth-in-
ning hit-and-run sign and then
drove the ball the opposite way —
into the right-field basket for his
third homer of the game.

Pujols’ standout performance
on a sticky day at Wrigley Field
brought the St. Louis Cardinals
back from a six-run deficit and
staggered the rival Chicago Cubs
in their final meeting this season.

“It’s one of those days you never
forget,” Pujols said after an im-
probable 11-8 victory. “It was the
first time I've hit three home runs
and it came at the right time.”

For the Cubs, though, the timing
couldn’t have been worse. It's a de-
feat they might have trouble get-
ting over, especially after scoring
seven runs in the second inning
and leading 8-2 after five innings.

“Its a very devastating and
tough loss,” manager Dusty
Baker said.

Pujols went 5-for-5 with a dou-
ble and five RBIs, and the Cardi-
nals increased their NL Central
lead to 10 games over the
third-place Cubs. St. Louis won
the season series 11-8.

“This is extra special right
here,” Pujols said. “You're play-

ower trip

Cubs reliever LaTroy Hawkins, center, is held back by manager Dusty
Baker, right, after being ejected Tuesday by home plate umpire Tim
Tschida, foreground. Hawkins was angered by Tschida’s strike zone.

ing against your rival. 1 don’t
think we ever thought we were
going to have a lead like this.”

After Matt Morris threw a ball
behind Chicago’s Corey Patter-
son in the first — the aftermath of
a near scuffle the night before —
the Cubs jumped on the pitcher
for seven runs in the second.

But the sizable lead melted and
s0 did the Cubs’ composure.

Reliever LaTroy Hawkins, who
gave up Pujols’ go-ahead homer,
was ejected after he yelled at
home plate umpire Tim Tschida
as he walked toward the dugout.

An angry Hawkins had to be re-
strained by Baker and several
coaches from going at Tschida.

“I talked to him like a man at
first and it didn’t work.
I'm going to hit him? Tm not
going to hit him,” Hawkins said.

In 2002, when Hawkins was
with the Twins, Tschida ejected
him from a game in a disagree-
ment about the positioning of the
reliever’s chair in the bullpen.

Tschida said the previous dis-
agreement had no bearing on their
argument Tuesday over the loca-
tion of pitches in the ninth, adding
that he never felt threatened by
Hawkins’ attempts to get at him.

After Pujols’ two-run homer
broke an 8-8 tie, Reggie Sanders
added a solo shot. Jason Isring-
hausen retired Aramis Ramirez
on a shallow fly with the bases
loaded to end it, getting his 24th
save.

Pujols had an RBI double in the
first, hit his 25th homer in the
third off Chicago starter Glendon
Rusch, No. 26 in the seventh off
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St. Louis first
baseman
Albert Pujols,
left, enjoyed
his first career
three-homer
game on Tues-

5-for-5, drove
in five runs
and his
two-run shot in
the ninth
broke an 8-8
tie and helped
the Cardinals
overcome a
-run deficit
the final four

Louis entered
Wednesday
13-2 in July
and holding a
9%2-game lead
over sec-
ond-place

Kyle Farnsworth and then his
27th in the ninth.

“We've seen it before, but this
is on a big stage in a big game,”
Morris said.

So Taguchi’s homer off Farn-
sworth in the eighth tied the
game 8-8.

“I guess at this point it looks
like maybe it's good we're not
playing them anymore,” Baker
said. “Hopefully we'll see them in
October when we'll be playing
better baseball. ... 'm not conced-
ing nothing right now. They got a
10-game lead. We got a big moun-
tain to climb, but we can over-
come it.”

The benches emptied Monday

A

when fiery Cubs starter Carlos
Zambrano hit Jim Edmonds with
pitches twice and was ejected.

So Morris sent an early mes-
sage to the Cubs with his pitch be-
hind Patterson.

“I had to stick up for my team,

get the warning out early,” Mor-
ris said. “It was a little bit of a
slip, but I didn’t let it slip too far.”

Derrek Lee and Michael Bar-
rett had two-run homers in Chica-
g0’s seven-run second. Ramirez
hit a solo shot off Cal Eldred in
the third.

Note: Mark Prior threw a
five-inning simulated game with-
out pain in his elbow and hopes to
rejoin Chicago’s rotation Sunday
in Phlladelphla

Phillies regain share of first after edging Braves

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Bobby Abreu’s RBI single
in the 10th inning capped Philadelphia’s
30th come-from-behind win of the season,

a4-3 victory over the At-

lanta Braves that pulled

N l_ the Phillies back into a

first-place tie in the NL
LTI ot esday night,

The Phillies rallied for
two unearned runs in the eighth, ruining
another strong outing by Atlanta starter
Jaret Wright.

In the 10th, Jimmy Rollins led off with a
single against Antonio Alfonseca (5-4) and
stole second. Chase Utley put down a bunt
in front of the plate, but catcher Eddie
Perez bobbled the ball to leave runners at
first and third.

Sam McConnell took over for Alfonseca,
but Abreu managed a single up the middle
to give Philadelphia the lead. Shortstop
Rafael Furcal, playing in trying to cut off a
run at the plate, dove for the ball but only
managed to deflect it just beyond the in-
field dirt.

One night after the Braves took sole pos-
session of the st lead for the first
time this season, Philadelphia bounced
back to earn a split of the two-game series
and reclaim a share of the top spot.

The Phillies lead all NL teams in
come-from-behind wins.

“This was a game we definitely needed,”
Philadelphia manager Larry Bowa said.
“It was a two-game swing.”

Tim Worrell (3-3) earned the win with a

Atlanta’s Andruw Jones is forced out at
home on Tuesday as Philadelphia catcher
Mike Lieberthal makes the play.

scoreless inning.

In the ninth, Billy Wagner allowed singles
to Andruw Jones and Eli Marrero. Mark De-
Rosa bunted them over and Wagner walked
Rafael Furcal to load the bases. Jones was
forced at the plate on Marcus Giles’ ground-
er to third and J.D. Drew lined out to first
base, giving Wagner his 15th save.

“I’d like to go out 1-2-3 every time,” Wag-
ner said. “But they did a good job of getting
one back. They put me in a situation where
I had to make pitches. It was fun.”

Giles hit a two-run homer in the first in-
ning, and Jones added a solo shot in the sev-
enth that pushed the Braves to a 3-1 lead.

Wright went seven innings, allowing just
four hits and a run, but could only watch as
the Phillies bounced back in the eighth.

Furcal bobbled a grounder trying to turn
a double play and didn’t get anyone out.

tying the

be re-evaluated.

Dodgers 7, Astros 5: Adrian Beltre hit
his 25th homer and drove in three runs, lead-
ing Los Angeles to its eighth straight win.

The Dodgers have won 14 of 15 and eight

game on Thome’s sacrifice fly and David
Bell’s two-out, run-scoring single.

Wright hasn't lost since May 22, going
5-0 with six no-decisions during that span.
But his record (7-5) would be much better
if the bullpen had done a better job of pro-
tecting leads.

“After something like that, you™ ve got to
forget about it as quick as you can,” Wright
said. “We have been playing good ‘baseball.
We had them on their heels. We just
couldn’t finish on the right side.”

.D. Drew doubled in the first, stretch-
ing his hitting streak to 17 games.

In other NL games on Tuesday:

Pirates 2, Expos 1: Rookie Sean Bur-
nett (4-2) limited Montreal to one run in
seven innings to beat the Expos for the sec-
ond straight time and Rob Mackowiak hit a
two-run homer.

The Pirates won their 11th in 12 home
games, but dropped the season series to
the Expos for a third consecutive season.

Marlins 9, Mets 7: Miguel Cabrera hom-
ered and drove in three runs, and Florida
won in New York despite blowing an early
six-run lead.

Mike Piazza sprained his left wrist when
Juan Pierre ran into his arm as he reached
for a wide throw at first base in the second
inning. X-rays were negative and he was to

road games, they
haven’t done since June 1982. Los Angeles
moved a season-high 16 games above .500.

Eric Gagne got four outs for his 27th
save in 28 chances.

Giants 3, Diamondbacks 1: In Phoenix,
Jerome Williams (9-6) outpitched Randy
Johnson (10-8), allowing four hits over
seven-plus innings.

Barry Bonds returned to the lineup and
was 1-for-4 with a double and an RBI for
the Giants, who won for the seventh time in
nine games.

The Diamondbacks are winless since the
All-Star break and 2-14 under manager Al
Pedrique. Arizona has lost 27 of 32 since
mid-June.

Johnson (10-8) allowed two earned runs
over seven innings with a walk and six
strikeouts.

Padres 9, Rockies 7: Ryan Klesko hom-
ered and drove in three runs at Denver,
Khalil Greene had a homer and two RBIs,
and Adam Eaton (5-8) avoided becoming
the first pitcher since 1976 to lose to an op-
ponent four times in a season.

Reds 6, Brewers 2: Brandon Claussen
gave up two runs and five hits in seven in-
nings in his long-awaited NL debut, and
Jason Romano’s first homer lifted host Cin-
cinnati to a two-game sweep.
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Season-ending knee injury makes
minor leaguer’s slam not so grand

BY BEN WALKER
The Associated Press

Tagg Bozied could hardly wait to get home.
Rounding the bases, he saw his Triple-A Portland
teammates gathering, waiting to celebrate his
game-winning grand slam in the bottom of the
ninth.

“It was probably the coolest moment I've had on a
baseball field,” the San Diego Padres’ prospect said.

‘Then suddenly, agony.

Because as Bozied jumped for joy at the plate, just
like the big leaguers do, he felt his left knee give way
Monday night. He blacked out before landing and
when he came to, there was no
doubt: He was done for the

year.

“It was real scary. T saw my
kneecap pushed up into my
quadriceps. I thought my ca-
reer was over,” Bozied said
Tuesday in a telephone inter-
view from Oregon.

“To go from hitting a
walkoff home run to being
wheeled off the field in an am-
bulance, it’s unbelievable,” he
said. “Guys were hitting me
on the helmet, kicking me, con-
gratulating me, and I was down in the dogpile. Then
one of them saw the look in my eyes and realized I
wasn’t kidding, that it was serious.”

Talk about adding injury to exult.

Bozied ruptured a tendon upon takeoff after the
8-5 Pacific Coast League win over Tacoma. He was
to fly to San Diego later Tuesday and have an MRI
on Wednesday.

Surgery is likely this week and he’ll be sidelined
for six months. Doctors told him he’s expected to be
OK for spring training.

Bizarre injuries during celebrations are rare, yet
not unique.

Kicker Bill Gramatica tore a knee ligament while
jumping after a 42-yard field goal for the Arizona
Cardinals late in the 2001 season, and was lost for
the year. Washington quarterback Gus Frerotte
sprained his neck when he celebrated a touchdown
run by headbutting a padded concrete wall in 1997.

Minnesota infielder Denny Hocking injured his
hand when a teammate stepped on it during a
final-out pileup in the first round of the 2002 play-

&k 7o go from hitting a
walkoff home run to
being wheeled off the

field in an ambulance,

it’s unbelievable.

Padres minor leaguer

offs, and was out for the ALCS.

“It's a tragic thing for Tagg,” said his manager,
Craig Colbert. “It's something you see every day —
a wmmng home run, teammates waiting for him, a
guy)umps up and hits home plate.

“But not this time,” the former San Francisco
catcher said. “It is somelhmg that I wish I'd never
been a part of.”

A third-round pick by the Padres in the June 2002
draft, Bozied was enjoying his best year as a pro de-
spite missing six weeks earlier this season because a
hamstring injury.

The first baseman hit .315 with 16 home runs and
58 RBIs in 57 games for the Beavers. In 2002, he led
all Padres minor leaguers with
24 homers while splitting the
season at Class A and Dou-
ble-A.

Bozied, who turns 25 on Sat-
urday, had been honored be-
fore the game as the PCL’s Bat-
ter of the Week.

Popular with the home
y crowds, the Beavers had
scheduled a Tagg Bozied bob-
blehead doll night for Aug. 21.
Now, a “Get Well” banner will
be put up at PGE Park for fans
to sign.

Bozied’s slam came after an intentional walk with
one out loaded the bases. He launched a shot to
left-center field and tried to keep his emotions in
check as he headed toward home.

“T was keeping it in. I saw the guys running in
from the bullpen, everyone was there at the plate. I
was saving it,” he said.

Instead, he said, “It felt like my leg got shot off.
There was no pain, I couldn’t feel anything. That's
the last thing I remember. The next thing I knew, I
‘was lying on the ground and the guys were on top of
me.”

Tagg Bozied

The crowd of 2,982 that had been cheering wildly
after the Beavers’ sixth straight win went silent, as
did the music blaring over the stadium sound sys-
tem. An ambulance took Bozied to a hospital.

Despite what happened, Bozied said he wasn’t
being too harsh on himself.

“I'mean, it’s not like I was doing anything crazy or
dangerous. You just can’t explain things like this,”
he said. “But TI'll tell you one thing: If I ever get
lucky enough to hit another game-winning home
run, T am definitely not jumping on home plate.”

MLB denies Pirates to play in San Juan

Selig: NL could keep
All-Star Game in 07

The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Baseball
might abandon its long-standing
policy of alternating All-Star sites
between National League and
American League cities and
award the 2007 game to another
NL city, Commissioner Bud Selig
said Tuesday.

Minutes after officially an-
nouncing Pittsburgh would host
to its second All-Star Game in 12
years in 2006, Selig said he ex-
pects to reveal the 2007, 2008 and
2009 sites later this summer.

With San Francisco, Arizona,
Cincinnati, Philadelphia and San
Diego all playing in new or rela-
tively new ballparks and St. Louis
to follow in 2006, one NL city
‘would have to wait until 2018 for
an All-Star Game should baseball
stay with its traditional but
no-longer mandatory rotation.

By contrast, only the refur-
bished Anaheim Angels ballpark
and Tropicana Field in St. Peters-
burg won't have been All-Star
sites among the newer AL parks,
once Detroit stages the 2005

“I dOn'l believe that it (the rota-
tion) is as important as it used to
be,” Selig said. “I think the impor-
tant thing is to try to be fair. In a
perfect world, you would alter-
nate NL and AL, but it's more im-
portant to reward franchises, I
think, that really need to have the
game because of their venue.

re are so many great new ball-
parks, and that's the nice part.”

Phoenix and San Francisco
also wanted the 2006 game,
which was awarded to Pittsburgh
partly to pump up the Pirates’
slumping attendance. Their aver-
age crowd has dropped by 10,000
a game since PNC Park opened in
2001, even though the riverfront
ballpark is widely regarded as
one of baseball’s best venues.

starting lineup for Wednesday’s
game against Montreal.

The move was made after first
baseman Mike Piazza sprained
his left wrist in a collision at first
base with Juan Pierre in the sec-
ond inning of a 9-7 loss to Florida
on Tuesday.

X-rays were negative, and Piaz-
za will be re-evaluated Wednes-
day.

RHP Brown makes rehab start

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The New
York Yankees’ Kevin Brown al-
lowed two runs on five hits in four
innings Tuesday night in a reha-
bilitation start at Triple-A Colum-
bus.

Brown has been on the 15-day
DL since June 10 with a lower
back strain. He allowed one hit in
each of the first two innings be-
fore allowing a two-run homer to
Henri Stanley in the third.

Earlier Tuesday, the Yankees
optioned left-hander Alex Gra-
man to Columbus and recalled re-
liever Scott Proctor.

Bragg opts for free agency

DENVER — San Diego Padres
outfielder Darren Bragg opted
for free agency after being sent
down Tuesday to Triple-A Port-
land.

The Padres sent Bragg down
after receiving shortstop Rich Au-
rilia in a trade Monday with Seat-
tle.

Bragg batted .143 and scored
two runs in nine games after sign-
ing as a free agent with the Pa-
dres on July 4.

Benoit on bereavement list

ARLINGTON, Texas — Texas
Rangers right-hander Joaquin
Benoit was placed on the bereave-
ment list Tuesday so he could re-

BY ALAN ROBINSON

The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — The Pitts-
burgh Pirates won’t be asked to
shift any home games to Puerto
Rico next season despite the popu-
larity of Hall of Famer Roberto
Clemente’s former team there,
Commissioner Bud Selig said
Tuesday.

Selig denied that his office
would ask the Pirates to play one
series in San Juan in 2005 to part-
ly make up for the Montreal Ex-
pos’ expected absence. The
Expos scheduled 22 home games
in Puerto Rico each of the last two
seasons as they prepare to relo-
cate to a new home.

and St

Messages )

Any possibility of a Pirates re-
turn visit probably ended when
the Expos and Pirates drew
four-figure crowds for each game
of a four-game series July 8-11.

“As far as our experiment with
Puerto Rico, it was pretty much
done this year, at least for a
while,” Selig said.

The Expos averaged only
10,333 for their 22 games in San
Juan this season — about half
what the Pirates draw in Pitts-
burgh — compared to the 14,222
they averaged for the same num-
ber of games in 2003.

Selig would consider going
back to Puerto Rico only if a team

> Support [

asked to play there, and team
spokesman Jim Trdinich said the
Pirates have made no such re-
quest.

The Pirates expect their atten-
dance to jump next season as fans
buy season tickets in anticipation
of landing seats to the 2006
All-Star Game, so they have no
plans of asking any home games
to be moved.

The Pirates remain one of Puer-
to Rico’s favorite teams because
of Clemente’s continued populari-
ty there. Clemente was a star out-
fielder for the Pirates from
1955-72 before dying in a plane
crash during an earthquake relief
‘mission to Nicaragua on Dec. 31,
1972.

Mets recall top prospect
NEW YORK — The New York
Mets recalled third baseman
David Wright, the team’s top pros-
pect, from Triple-A Norfolk late
Tuesday night.
Wright is expected to be in the

turn to the Dominican Republic
after the death of his grandmoth-

er.

The  Rangers recalled
right-hander Nick Regilio from
Triple-A Oklahoma to fill Benoit’s
spot on the roster.

Stars and Seripes,

Messages of Support

THANKYOU FOR LAYING YOUR LIFE ON THE LINE. WE

HONORYOU AND LOVE YOU. YOU ARE SPECIAL IN THE
LORD, NEVER FORGET TH; O IN GOD'S STRENGTH. MAY GO
PROTECT YOU AND KEEP YOU UNDER THE SHELTER OF HIS
WINGS. OUR LOVE AND PRAYERS, DANIEL AND DAWN O'BRIEN

Dear Soldier, 1
wanted to thank you
for your bravery. |

you give me everyday. | wish you success in
protecting our freedom and securing freedom for the
Tragi people. T am just an average American citizen

Thank You sa much for writting back.... This

will not make me worrie as much about the

war. but i will still worrie about the brave
soldiers of the bartle fields! | PRAY FOR YOU
EVERY NIGHT! ~Alicia.K.Carl—

hope this letter finds you safe
and healthy. My thoughts are with you. [ try to
imagine the perils you are dealing with, but I know
that the images in my mind can not compare to the
actual worries in your heart and the physical,
emotional, and mental challenges you are facing, |
want you to know that | truly appreciate the freedoms

(32 y/o, white, male, working professional). But, [
will try to do more each day here to support you all
oaver there. Stay strong .md always remember that
someone back in the U.S. is thinking of you and
appreciates your bravery, God's speed!! charles luke.
U8, citizen
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BY JON KRAWCZYNSKI
The Associated Press

Under new rules designed to
take the “celebrity” out of the re-
cruiting race, colleges will no
longer be able to put recruits on
private jets, house them in re-
sort hotels or feed them extrava-
gant meals.

The NCAA Management
Council concluded a two-day
meeting in Baltimore on Tues-
day and will forward the recom-
‘mendations to the organization’s
board of directors for emergen-
cy approval Aug. 5.

The council also agreed to ad-
vance a package of proposals
from the National Association of
Basketball Coaches that focus
on recruiting, retaining and
graduating Division I players.

The package includes granting
players five years of eligibility, al-
lowing coaches to talk with play-
ers outside the traditional play-
er-coach environment and hold
tryouts to evaluate prospects.

NCAA Council seeks
recruiting alterations

The recruiting recommenda-
tions call for colleges and univer-
sities to use commercial airlines
and coach airfares to fly athletes
to campus, lodge them in “stan-
dard” ~ accommodations and
serve them reasonable meals.

“It’s intended to do away with
the celebrity, the sense of entitle-
ment, for a prospect,” said David
Berst, NCAA vice president and
chair of the recruiting task force.

The new rules, which would
be in place for the upcoming aca-
demic year, also ban schools
from giving recruits rides in ve-
hicles not used for other prospec-
tive students. Schools would also
be prevented from handing out
personalized jerseys or using
audio/video scoreboard presen-
tations featuring the player.

The new rules will also re-
quire each school to adopt a writ-
ten policy outlining the guide-
lines for official visits prohibit-
ing the use of alcohol, drugs, sex
and gambling in recruiting. The

The package will be
by member schools, with an ini-
tial vote expected in January
2005 and a final vote in April.

presidents or must
approve the policies and submit
them to their conference offi-
cials by Dec. 1.

T OFFICER

s

Davies leads Evian Masters

The Associated Press

EVIAN, France — British veter-
an Laura Davies made an eagle
and seven birdies and shot
8-under-par 64 on Wednesday to
take the first-round lead of the
$2.57  million
Evian Masters.

World No. 1
Annika Soren-
stam shot 66
and was in sec-
ond place with
Lynette Brooky and Mara Prieto.

U.S. Women’s Open winner
Meg Mallon and 14-year-old
Michelle Wie carded 71s, finish-
ing the opening round tied for
25th.

Davies said watching last
week’s British Open up close as a
TV commentator had allowed her
to glean tips for her game.

It was watching the guys play
last week that really helped me
today,” said Davies, who longest
birdie putt was only 12 feet.
“Their rhythm, just how easy
they hit the ball. T picked some-
thing up about tempo and kept it
in mind here.

“If T keep putting like I did
today I've got a chance to win this
thing.”

Sports
briefs

There's never been a better time to be a Warrant Officer. APPLY NOW! Be a technical

expert in one of 58 specialties. Av:

ble in Criminal Investigation, M

itary Intelligence,

Special Forces, Maintenance Management and other specialties. Aviator is open to all
enlisted ranks and MOSs. Go to www.goarmy.com or www.army.mil

AP

Michelle Wie, derailed by a dou-
ble-bogey on the 12th hole
Wednesday, shot 1-under 71 and
trails the leader by seven shots.

In sunny, windless conditions,
Sorenstam had seven birdies,
four on the front. Her lone bogey
was on the 10th, where she
missed a 4-foot par putt.

“It's a great start,” the Swede
said. “I had a real good feel today
and hit solid right from the start.

“The greens are holding well
and you can really fire at the pins.
Plus, there’s no real roll on the
fairways so you won't run into the
rough.

Several hundred spectators fol-
lowed Wie, who had an
up-and-down day. She made 18-
and 9-foot bridie putts on Nos. 1
and 8, but hooked a 7-iron shot
out of bounds on the 12th for dou-
ble-bogey. She also made a
three-putt bogey on the 14th.

“I don’t care about what the
score or my position is,” she said.
“I'm just happy to have made so
many good putts today for par.”

V. Williams rolls in Calif.

CARSON, Calif. — Venus Will-
iams overwhelmed Ashley Har-
Kleroad 6-2, 6-1 Tuesday night in
the second round of the JPMor-
gan Chase Open.

Williams, the No. 2 seed, hit
powerful groundstrokes through-
out the 50-minute match that sent
Harkleroad scrambling behind
the baseline.

“She’s a good player,” Williams
said of Harkleroad. “She’s very
consistent, she moves well and
she’s solid. It's important to go
out and force the issue, which I
did today. If I can just go out and
overpower somebody, it can be in-
timidating.”

French Open finalist and No. 4
seed Elena Dementieva defeated
qualifier Lilia Osterloh 6-4, 6-2 to
become the first of the top eight
seeded players to advance
through the second round of the
$585,000 tournament.

Top-seeded Serena Williams
and three-time tournament cham-
pion Lindsay Davenport begin
play Wednesday.

Gators suspend two foothall
players for season opener
GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Florida

suspended linebacker Channing
Crowder and safety Jarvis Her-
ring for the season opener after
both were arrested for scuffling
with police outside a local night-
club earlier this summer, the
school said Tuesday.

The Gators open the 2004 sea-
son at home against Middle Ten-
nessee on Sept. 4.

Crowder, the SEC Freshman
Defensive Player of the Year, was
charged with disorderly conduct
after he got into a loud argument
outside The Palace nightclub, a
Gainesville police report said.

Herring, who played in 11
games last season, was charged
ng or obstructing with-

Owners, union ready
to resume labor talks

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Hoping to stave
off the second lockout in 11 sea-
sons, the NHL and the players’ as-
sociation were scheduled to meet
Wednesday to resume negotia-
tions on a collective bargaining
agreement.

The current deal, extended
twice since it was signed in 1995,
expires Sept. 15. If a new agree-
ment isn’t reached by then, a lock-
out that could threaten the entire
season is expected to be imposed.

NHL Commissioner Gary Bett-
man has vowed on behalf of the
owners to work out a deal with
the union that will radically
change the financial landscape of
the league. He is determined to
make sure the percentage of reve-
nues paid in player salaries is
sliced, and to establish “cost cer-
tainty” for clubs.

An economic study commis-
sioned by the NHL found that
players get 76 percent of all
league revenues — about 20 per-
cent more than the percentage
for other major team sports.

Briefs

Samsonov re-signs with Bruins;
Nilson, Halpern stay put

The Boston Bruins re-signed
star wing Sergei Samsonov on
Tuesday while the Calgary
Flames agreed to terms with Mar-
cus Nilson, locking up one of their
key players from this spring’s
playoff run,

Samsonov, limited to 66 games
(22 goals, 29 assists) the past two
seasons by injuries, agreed to a
one-year, $3.65 million offer.

Nilson had 11 goals and 13 as-
sists in 83 games with Florida and
Calgary last season. The _defen-
sive-minded  forward finished
fourth in playoff scoring for the
Flames with 11 points in 26 games.

Also on Tuesday, the Washing-
ton Capitals re-signed center Jeff
Halpern to a one-year deal. He
was the Capitals’ leading scorer
last season with 19 goals and 27
assists. Terms of the deal were
not announced.
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0'Neal makes
grand entrance

New franchise player arrives,
promises Miami an NBA title

BY STEVEN WINE
The Associated Press

MIAMI — Shaquille O’Neal
weighs 340 pounds, and he’s hun-

ary.

He wants to show the NBA that
the Los Angeles Lakers kept the
wrong All-Star. He plans to do it
by leading the Miami Heat to a
championship.

O'Neal made a grand entrance
Tuesday at a rally welcoming him
to Miami. He arrived in a
semi-tractor trailer with the
words “Diesel Power” on the
side, emerged from the cab firing
a plastic water cannon at the
crowd of several thousand, then
followed a red carpet up the steps
to the Heat’s arena.

Once at the top, he pledged that
an even bigger celebration is in
the future.

“I'm going to bring a champion-
ship to Miami,” O'Neal told the
fans. “I promise.”

At a news conference that fol-
lowed, O’Neal spoke little about
his differences with Kobe Bryant
and Lakers management that trig-
gered the trade. But he said he ap-
preciates the way he has been em-
braced in Miami.

“I'told my wife when I was roll-
ing up, 1 felt like the president,”
he said. O’Neal then hummed
“Hail to the Chief.”

The rally came six days after
the Heat acquired the 11-time
All-Star in a trade that sent three
starters to Los Angeles. Such fes-
tivities might seem premature to
some cities, but Miami loves ce-
lebrities — and winners.

Heat President Pat Riley re-
members the sellout crowds the
attendance-challenged ~ Florida
Marlins drew for last year's
World Series, and he

Thursday, July 22, 2004

the same kind of box-office boost
from O'Neal, especially if he
leads the Heat to their first title.

“We have definitely been
blessed,” Riley said. “Somehow
he found his way down here to
Miami — the most talented, most
dominant player in the world.”

The first game is still 3%
months away, but O’Neal already
is the most entertaining act in
town, and he never went long
without a quip.

W On buying a home in South
Florida: “I will be walking naked
on the beach. If you take pictures
of me naked on the beach, don’t
sell them to the Enquirer unless I

Shaquille 0'Neal, who was greeted by a frenzied crowd in Miami on Tuesday, sees himself as the catalyst
that can propel the Heat to an NBA championship. Miami was eliminated in the second round last season.

get 15 percent.”

W On being 32 years old: “I'm
like toilet paper, toothpaste and
certain amenities — I'm proven
to be good. I've still got five, six,
seven, eight, nine, 10 years left.”

B On his weight: “I play my
best ball at 345. T need my meat,
because I'm going to take a beat-
ing. If you put a guy in front of me
who eats salad and cucumber and
baked chicken all day, I'll kill

im.”

O'Neal referred to himself as
“the Millennium Goliath,” but
even the world’s most dominant
player will need help transform-
ing the Heat into champions.

They've lost the entire front
line from a team that went 42-40
last season and made an improba-
ble run to the second round of the
playoffs. O'Neal offered to help
Riley recruit free agents to fill the
roster openings created by the de-
parture of center Brian Grant and

forwards Caron Butler and
Lamar Odom to the Lakers.
O'Neal is happy to join a team
that includes guard Eddie Jones,
Miami’s top scorer the past four
years, and guard Dwyane Wade,
astandout last season as a rookie.
“They could have easily been
in the Eastern Conference cham-
pionships,” 0’Neal said. “They’re
one or two pieces away. And
you've got a big piece now.”

Sixers trade Snow to

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — With a big
contract and without a starting
spot, point guard Eric Snow be”
came expendable in Philadel-

phia.

Snow will likely find himself in
the same situation this season,
only in Cleveland after he was
traded by the 76ers to the Cava-
liers on Tuesday for guards
Kevin Ollie and Kedrick Brown.

Snow spent 6%: seasons with
the 76ers, averaging 9.7 points
and 6.6 assists while helping
them to the 2001 Eastern Confer-
ence championship.

“I'm excited and thankful,”
Snow said in an interview with
The Associated Press. “I'm going
to a team that wanted me, and
wanted me to be the player I am.
Cleveland is a nice, young team
that is hoping to go to the playoffs,
and hopefully I can come and
help them accomplish that goal.”

Sacramento signs longtime
Jazz center Ostertag

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Cen-
ter Greg Ostertag signed with the
Sacramento Kings on Tuesday,
leaving the Utah Jazz after nine
seasons.

He signed with Sacramento on
the same day center Vlade Divac
left the Kings to rejoin the Los An-
geles Lakers. Terms of Ostertag’s

)

Briefs

deal weren’t immediately avail-
able.

Ostertag averaged 5.1 points,
5.9 rebounds and 1.85 blocks dur-
ing his career with the Jazz, who
made him a first-round draft pick
in 1995. He played in two NBA Fi-
nals with Utah in 1997 and 1998.

In Sacramento, Ostertag will
back up All-Star center Brad Mill-
er and forward Chris Webber.
The Kings once had one of the
NBA’s deepest frontcourts, but
Divac, Scot Pollard, Keon Clark,
Tony Massenburg and Hedo
Turkoglu have departed in the
last year.

Golden State swaps Van Exel
for Davis, Dickau

OAKLAND, Calif. — The Gold-
en State Warriors traded point
guard Nick Van Exel to the Port-
land Trail Blazers on Tuesday for
forward Dale Davis and guard
Dan Dickau.

Van Exel was injured for much
of his only season with the War-
riors, who acquired him from Dal-
las last summer in a trade involv-
ing Antawn Jamison. He aver-
aged 12.6 points while playing
just 39 games, leaving the team

Cavaliers

for good shortly after the All-Star
break with a knee injury.

Portland will be the fifth NBA
team for Van Exel, whose future
with Golden State probably
ended when the Warriors signed
point guard Derek Fisher to a
six-year, $37 million contract last
week.

The Warriors also have Speedy
Claxton under contract for next
season.

Van Exel will make approxi-
mately $12 million next season.
He has been a scorer

HOF guard Robertson named
interim coach at Cincinnati

The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — Oscar Robert-
son, Cincinnati’s greatest player,
will serve as the Bearcats’ inter-
im head coach until Bob Huggins
returns from suspension Aug. 27.

The Hall of Famer replaces
Dan Peters, who left Cincinnati
on Tuesday to become an assis-
tant coach at Ohio State.

“I appreciate Oscar’s willing-
ness to step up for his university

and playmaker throughout his ca-
reer, and the Trail Blazers could
use him at both guard positions.

Walker hired as
Hornets assistant

NEW ORLEANS — Former
NBA player and coach Darrell
Walker was hired Wednesday as
an assistant to New Orleans Hor-
nets coach Byron Scott.

Walker played 10 years in the
NBA and had short stints as head
coach of the Toronto Raptors and
Washington Wizards. He has
been in the Wizards’ front office
as player personnel director or
scout the past four years.

Walker led the Raptors to a
30-52 record in 1996-97. He re-
signed Feb. 13, 1998, with an over-
all record of 41-90. Early in 2000
he became Washington’s interim
coach and went 15-23. Walker also
coached in the CBA and WNBA.

and its program,” ath-
letic director Bob Goin said in a
statement. “He provides a won-
derful opportunity for our young
men to learn from a great basket-
ball player and a leader in the
business and the community.”

Goin said Robertson has
agreed to provide oversight and
meet with players on a regular
basis, as well as provide counsel-
ing on their academic responsibil-
ities. Robertson will not have any
off-campus recruiting duties, but
will be allowed to participate in
on-campus recruiting as permit-
ted under rules, Goin said.

Robertson said in the state-
ment released by the school that
he considers it a great honor and
opportunity to work for the school
he played for from 1957-60.

“T will do whatever I can to
help develop these young men for
their futures on and off the
court,” he said.

Robertson could mot be
reached for comment Tuesday
night.

Robertson, The Associated

Press’ player of the year in 1959
and 60, still holds Cincinnati
records for points and rebounds.

Robertson played 14 seasons in
the NBA for the Cincinnati Roy-
als and Milwaukee Bucks. He
made the All-Star team 12 times.

Huggins has been suspended
for a drunken driving conviction.

[uggins, who began a new

three-year contract July 1, was
placed on paid, indefinite suspen-
sion June 12, following his arrest
for driving under the influence.

The 50-year-old pleaded no con-
test, was fined and given a
suspended six-month jail sen-
tence that required him to attend
a three-day education course.

(Coalmax T-shirts, Socks & Underwea
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Stars: Timing, performance factors for standout Olympians

STARS, FROM BACK PAGE

Stacy Dragila in track and
field, or Jenny Thompson in swim-
ming?

Name game

“There’s no telling who'll be
the star,” said Detroit-based
agent Shep Goldberg, whose two
major clients happen to be two of
the most enduring Olympic celeb-
rities — Mary Lou Retton and
Michelle Kwan. So what makes a
Retton or Kwan stand out from
the plentiful collection of U.S.
medalists?

“Obviously, the accomplish-
ment plays a large part,” Gold-
berg said. “And if they're
well-grounded, seen as regular
people, don't take what they've
done too seriously and don’t let
the whole thing envelope them, or
let the celebrity change them. It's
not just being a gold medalist that
catches the public’s fancy.”

And, by extension, the market-
er’s fancy.

EXCHANGE NEW CAR SALES

Generally, sports marketing ex-
perts agree, the predictors of
long-term Olympic fame are per-
formance; having a story (in
some cases, a gimmick — what if
former Texas triple jumper Chris
Hercules had made the U.S. team
and won gold in Greece?); timing;
participation in the higher-visibili-
ty sports such as gymnastics,
swimming or track, and staying
on stage via multiple events or
more than one Olympic cycle.

Athens possibilities, then: Ku-
pets and Patterson combine
back-from-devastating-inju-
ry-to-championship-form tales
with the built-in affection NBC
has for gymna:ncs — particularly
women’s gymnastics.

Having paid $793 million for
the rights to televise 1,210 hours
of the Games (both on network
and cable partnerships, com-
pared to 441 hours in 2000),
NBC’s power to shape Olympic
headliners has almost tripled just
since Sydney. And the U.S. wom-

SUMMER
SALES DRIVE

en’s gymnastics team appears
poised to take advantage of that,
going to Greece as the reigning
world champions.

Besides Phelps, swimming will
present Coughlin, potentially a tri-
ple gold medalist and well-
ken Cal-Berkeley graduate who
missed last year’s world champi-
onships because of a frightening,
undiagnosed fever.

And there is Thompson, in her
fourth Olympics at 31, on sabbati-
cal from medical school, recover-
ing emotionally from her moth-
er’s death from cancer in Febru-
ary, already a winner of more
gold medals (eight) than any U.S.
woman — but all of them in re-
lays. She still seeks an individual
Olympic victory.

ched swagger of being the
World’s Fastest Human, back
from a broken leg suffered in a
motorcycle accident. But his
race, the 100 meters, keeps him
in the spotlight barely 10 seconds,
and the spreading steroid scandal
in his sport, particularly among
sprinters, is not helpful.

Others could flash, up close
and personal, into American liv-
ing rooms: softball pitcher Jennie
Finch, rower Jason Read, whose
job as emergency medical techni-
cian and firefighter made him a
first responder on 9/11, and
Brooklyn fencer Keeth Smart.

The ideal candidate for special
Olympic status, in the judgment
of Rich Kenah, former middle dis-
tance runner and director of mar-
ke&mg for Boston-based Global

ing, Inc.,, “is a

Dragila represents women of
strength and n the
pole vault, one of the more pupu-
lar events in Sydney, and is
caught in an extended taffy-pull
for the world record with two Rus-
sians.

Greene’s appeal is the near-cli-

potential contender (who comes

through with the gold), wearing

the colors of red, white and blue,

performing above all expecta-

tions and, upon reaching the victo-

ry stand, is exciting and emotion-
al”
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Alan Webb will attempt to become
the first U.S. man to medal in the
1,500 meters since 1968.

Then again, Kwan has hit the
Olympic star jackpot despite two
Winter Olympics disappoint-
ments — one silver and one
bronze medal.

Goldberg believes Kwan's
place in the Olympic pantheon of
heroes is due to Kwan'’s career ac-
complishments — five world fig-
ure-skating titles — combined
with an appealing accessibility.

“She let people know she hurt
when she lost,” Goldberg said. “It
was real. At the end of the day,
she was herself.”

Personality plus

Obviously, there is no manufac-
turing personality, which ex-
plains the likes of Retton and
wrestler Rulon Gardner, with
whom Goldberg also briefly
worked. “Mary Lou has this natu-
ral bubbly-ness and approachabil-
ity,” Goldberg said. “I can’t tell
you how many people have said
to me, ‘Is Mary Lou as nice as she
seems?” Same thing  with
Michelle.

“With Rulon, he’s incredibly
honest, very straightforward,
doesn’t take his celebrity serious-

With an established name,
Gardner is one who has a head
start on Athens. But, because the
Olympics, unlike other major
spectator sports with their long
seasons, is a mini-series with a rel-
atively tiny window of athlete ex-
posure opening briefly every
fourth year, the need to identify
new stars is a major business.

Especially now, with Marion
Jones, so central a character in
Sydney, suddenly diminished. “If
I were USA Track & Field,” Glo-
bal Athletics president Mark Wet-
more said, “I would talk about
Alan Webb every chance I get.”

Webb’s rollicking 1,500-meter
victory to conclude the track tri-
als here Sunday revived the hub-
bub over his news-making high
school mile record of three years
ago, which surpassed a hallowed
36-year-old standard set by house-
hold name Jim Ryun. Still only
21, Webb is a fresh face in a
high-profile Olympic sport, a reg-
ular and approachable chap who
signs autographs minutes before
big races, confident but respect-
ful of his opponents.

If he should win gold, he
wouldn’t be just another NFL
quarterback or baseball All-Star.
“Olympic athletes come up, like
Sarah,” Goldberg said. “She was
fresh and it was a nice story. Peo-
ple come along; they’re not in
your face every day. The Olympic
magic.”

That magic is one reason NBC
shelled out $793 million.
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Reality TV:
searching for
Olympic stars

Who will emerge as fan favorites,
media darlings in Athens Games?

BY JOHN JEANSONNE
Newsday

SACRAMENTO, Calif.
everal key indicators in various just-completed Olympic
trials suggest a U.S. star recession in next month’s Athens
Olympics. Now that Marion Jones has lost much of her
golden-girl shine — going 1-for-3 in track trials events and
burdened by unsettling relationships — there appear to be
precious few Americans for NBC-TV and Madison Ave-

nue to wrap their arms around.

A clear exception is 19-year-old swimmer Michael Phelps, whose
pursuit of as many as eight medals will create a sort of underwater re-
ality show in the Games, played out over several dramatic days.

Phelps’ sport, his smashing athletic deeds — world records in four
events — and his compelling multi-medal attempt all place him high in
the pecking order for producing Olympic celebrity. Plus, the giant
sports marketing firm Octagon is working hard to package ~
Phelps as the fellow who can bring wider attention to
swimming.

Butit hardly is clear that Phelps, polite but not partic-
ularly spontaneous in public settings,
will go beyond athletically awe-
some to personally embraceable
in the American consciousness.
Though he obviously is worthy of
being compared to Mark Spitz,

Michael Phelps, left, Phelps’ star quickly could dim should

fias sald e wants fo he fall short of Spitz’s 1972

hreakdlvzrk Spitz" s"Id seven-gold-medal record.

recors seven gol So if not Phelps, then who? Fresh N N

medals in swimming faces such as gymnasts Courtney Ku-  Courtney Kupets, who finished first in the U.S.
setin the 1972 pets or Carly Patterson, swimming’s trials and has a chance of winning the all-around
Munich Olympics. Natalie Coughlin, track’s Alan Webb? title in women’s gymnastics, is an Olympian a

Olympic veterans Maurice Greene or  year after rupturing her left Ac|

ies’ tendon.
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